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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!

SAVING GOLDENS SINCE 1991

TALES OF GOLD
A GOLDEN LEGACY   by Susan Tucker

Rusty and Woody needed compassion and 
medical care.  We shared with you the 
deplorable conditions these two young 
retrievers were found in by animal control 
officers. Taken to a vet, they received the 
treatment they desperately needed. The              
healing could begin but it would be a long 
road for Woody and Rusty.

Now back to that eighth-grade science class 
at Northport Middle School in Port St. Lucie 
taught by Mary Jones (now Mary Toto). Ms. 
Jones shared the circumstances of Rusty and 
Woody with her students, who showed a 
great deal more compassion than the dogs’ 
owner. The students, coming from a district 
struggling financially, raised $310 (mostly in 
coins) to start a fund to pay for the two dogs’ 
medical treatment. They didn’t stop there, 
encouraging additional donations to the 
fund and raising awareness of abuse and 
neglect to animals. This was the beginning of 
“The Woody Fund” established through 
Golden Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida to 
provide extraordinary medical treatment for 
rescued dogs.

The students went further, taking their 
mission all the way to the White House, 
writing to President Clinton - “You can help 
us by continuing to speak up for abused 
and neglected animals and working to 
protect the environment we all share.”                    
Clinton (also an animal lover who had 
recently adopted a cat, Socks, who was 
then a resident of the White House) wrote 
back to the students. Little did they know 
that their act of compassion would still be 
yielding results 25 years later.



Beck (adopted 2008)
To most people, Golden 
Retrievers are, quite simply, 
golden. But for Stephen and 
his wife, who adopted Beck 
in 2008, they “hit the jack-
pot” when they welcomed 
this paw-fect puppy into 
their lives. As loving as he is 
lovable, Beck may be a 
senior in years at 13, but 
he’s still a puppy in spirit. 
He still makes everyone he 
meets his new best friend, still greets visitors with a tail wag 
and a toy, still thrives on three walks a day, and continues 
to fill his fur-ever home with his gracious, golden glow. 

Aurora (adopted 2002)
Lovingly dubbed “Hell on 
Wheels” or “Wheels” for 
short by her devoted mom 
Debbie, Aurora, like the 
mythological goddess of the 
dawn, filled their home with 
her radiant golden glow. 
Adopted in 2002 at the age 
of seven, she was tall and 
regal, ruled her world with a 
gentle paw and a wide smile, 
and was the best ball catcher ever. Famously fond of the 
attention she received from everyone she met, she worked 
on Education Days at PetSmart Tyrone, and peacefully 
crossed the Rainbow Bridge after nine precious years with 
the mom who adored her. 
 
Barney and Ace 
(adopted 2002)
One month after Charles 
and his wife adopted 
6-year-old golden, Barney, 
in 2002, they adopted 
10-week-old Ace from 
GRRMF. Adorable Ace was 
one of 16 puppies, along 
with seven adult dogs, 
saved from a dire hoarding 
situation by Sarasota Animal Services, and affectionately 
dubbed the “Sarasota 23.” Both earned their CGC           
certifications and Barney later became a therapy dog, 
visiting local rehab centers. They loved accompanying their 
parents to various PetSmart locations twice a month to 
educate the public about the importance of rescue. Barney 
and Ace were true ambassadors for GRRMF. 

Kaelie (adopted 2014)
When John’s family adopted 
seven-year-old Mona, an 
elegant English Cream 
Golden, they renamed her 
Kaelie. Blessed with a quiet 
gentleness and a “ladylike” 
demeanor, Kaelie loved 
everyone and everyone 
loved her. Dubbed “a country 
club girl” because she was 
such a well-mannered miss, she was also a true Floridian 
because she loved sitting in the pool after her walks. At 12, 
she crossed the Rainbow Bridge, leaving her family rich in 
memories too numerous to count. For them, their English 
Cream Golden truly was golden and she still holds a 
special place in their hearts. 

Haley (adopted 2002)
Haley came into Donna’s life from 
a hoarding situation in Sarasota, 
as one of the “Sarasota 23.” She 
loved to swim and taught her other 
fosters the rules of the house.  She 
enjoyed going out to eat with the 
family and vacationing in North 
Carolina was a treat for her and 
her siblings. Haley was with us for 
five amazing years and during that time she showed us 
how resilient and forgiving rescued dogs could be.      
She was our second golden and first rescue. She always 
enjoyed going to the annual GRRMF reunions. 

Autumn (adopted 2005)
No sooner had she entered her 
adoptive home than her doting 
dad Jeff changed the one-year-
old golden’s name to Autumn. 
Her gentle nature and sweet 
disposition made her a natural 
as an Assisted Animal Therapy 
dog, and she loved visiting the 
residents in the assisted living 
facility in their community.  
Autumn also loved swimming 
and playing fetch in the pool, but on dry land she preferred 
running after her brother Hudson while he chased the ball. 
A sheer delight the entire time she was with them,      
Autumn still holds a very special place in her adoring 
family’s hearts. 
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE  by Carol Forsberg

Starting in February 2020, we have been introducing our GRRMF “village” in each of our quarterly newsletter issues.      
The heartbeat of this amazing organization is our volunteers. Not a single dog could be saved nor could a family      
experience the happiness that golden joy can bring to their life without our cherished volunteers making that happen.      
Our 200 strong, 100% volunteer supported rescue has volunteers who started with us in the 1990s and who are still with us 
today ... active and ready to mentor the next generation. 

As of September 1, 2021 our volunteers have:
 Cared for 102 dogs in our program this year with intake, medical/behavioral, 
 record keeping and foster care with 45 foster home volunteer families.
 Transported dogs in our care over 36,000 miles for intake support, 
 foster care placements and medical appointments.
 Processed 475 adoption applications including vet checks, 
 phone interviews and home visits.
 Matched and adopted 104 dogs to forever families 
 with continued post adoption support.
 Provided special need care homes for our ten GRRMF sanctuary dogs. 
 Sent thank you letters to 197 donors.
 Provided community service through our Hearts of Gold therapy dog program with 47 visits and gatherings for   
 children and adults needing special comfort.
 Written and posted over 1,500 dog stories and education pieces through our website and Facebook page. 

How are we honored with so much talent? Our volunteers have passion ... for our dogs and for their GRRMF family      
of volunteers who support each other during happy times and sadness. Passionate people find us through word of mouth, 
online through our website and Facebook page and thankfully through becoming an adopter and/or donor. Their desire      
to further support the dogs and people in our organization who bring them happiness is at the heart of who they are.      
Would you like to join our GRRMF village? Visit our recently expanded volunteer area on our website at  
www.grrmf.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/, and complete an application of interest. Our coordinator will call you to 
match your passion to a fulfilling role in rescue.
  
GRRMF volunteers make a difference ... every day ... for every dog and for each other. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT - MINDY EVE   by Lyn Holliday

What was it that made you step right into GRRMF to volunteer? 
A lifelong volunteer at heart, I have a soft spot for Golden Retrievers. As a retired 
paramedic, I was ready to foster dogs and shower them with love. 

How many years have you been volunteering and in what role(s)? 
Just this summer and it’s been a whirlwind so far.  I jumped in to be a foster 
mommy to seven golden wonders within my first few weeks of joining GRRMF.

What is your most cherished GRRMF volunteer moment?
Initially, I would have said helping Amber deliver her puppies in my living room. 
It was long and we were tired, but she made it easy. All six puppies are happy 
and healthy. But then I was asked to make a special phone call to a potential 
adopter who had been waiting a long time for a dog. She was ecstatic and we both cried happy tears! 

Is there something about being a GRRMF volunteer that changed you? 
To be a part of a well-oiled machine of volunteers who work together helping one another to be successful in their roles.

What surprised you about volunteering for GRRMF? 
The support for each other with intermingling of roles to help the precious dogs on their way to a new life. 

What would be your advice to a potential volunteer for GRRMF? 
Be ready for anything! Things change very quickly. If you have time and love to give, this is the group for you!

What is it that touches your heart most often about GRRMF?
Everyone is so friendly and thankful for each little thing you are willing to do. It takes a village to make this process work.       
And GRRMF is indeed a village filled with loving and caring people. I intend to stay with GRRMF for a very long time!  
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GIVING TUESDAY - NOVEMBER 30

On November 30, the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving, GRRMF joins the world in celebrating 
Giving Tuesday. Created in 2012, Giving Tuesday has become a global movement that 
inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity.  It’s 
a day to inspire generosity in all forms - a day for people to generously share whatever 
they can, whether it is their time, skills, voice, or money. Thanks to the generosity of our 
donors, GRRMF received $26,000 during last year’s Giving Tuesday event. We hope to 
top that this year and appreciate your support! Save the date for November 30!

HEARTS OF GOLD  by Ginger Vincent

Closing out our program’s third year, I am very proud of all the volunteers and therapy teams who recorded a total of 588 
hours visiting 47 facilities and events from January through September 2021 and our amazing team members who work 
so hard behind the scenes to support our therapy program.  The GRRMF Hearts of Gold YouTube channel has over 3,700 
viewership and more than 46 videos created for your enjoyment of our pups in action. Congratulations to Boo      
(handler Patty), Darby (handler Toni) and Zoey (handler Helen) who passed screening in Sumterville and earned their CGC 
certification; plus we have two new west coast therapy teams, Jolie (handler Marlene) and Rocco (handler Cathy),      
who have created much excitement during therapy visits as Jolie is an Australian Labradoodle and Rocco is a long-haired 
chihuahua.  With more facilities requesting therapy visits and events for the holidays being scheduled, our Hearts of Gold 
therapy teams have a busy schedule for the last quarter of 2021. We were honored to visit the caregiver staff at the      
Medical Center of Trinity to boost their spirits and give them much needed comfort. Several new facilities have been added 
to the new north Central area (Villages) and also the east coast.  The year also brought us great sadness when five of our 
therapy dogs crossed the Rainbow Bridge. Olivia, Bella, Stormy, Dora and Hoss touched so many with the compassion 
they had for others and the smiles they created during therapy visits and at events.  

Gearing up for our fourth year in 2022, we are starting to focus on our expansion into the Orlando/Oviedo area.      
We need handler team volunteers and a coordinator to help us get started.  If you have an interest to become part of our 
central team, please contact us at GRRMFtherapypups@grrmf.org.  To learn more about becoming a Hearts of Gold 
therapy handler team or offering your talents to support the program behind the scenes, visit our website at  
www.grrmf.org/grrmf-hearts-of-gold-therapy-team/
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YUKON JERI

Yukon not only brightened his 
new home with his presence he 
lightened its floors with his long, 
white fur! Adorably affectionate, 
he loves putting his head in his 
parents’ laps, leaning in for head 
rubs, almost hugging them. 
He also loves going for walks, 
occasionally playing with tennis 
balls, and greeting them when they 
awaken or after they’ve been gone 

with boundless joy and happy wags of his fluffy tail. 

PANDA JIMBO

Panda was 9 months old in 
June 2020 when he padded 
into Janet and Jeff’s home and 
promptly put a lock on their love. 
Passionate about every person 
he meets, his other passions 
include playing “keep away” 
and games of fetch, frisking 
about with his older golden 
sister and chasing lizards, 

stitch-ripping soft toys, and brightening his family’s days 
with a smile that’s worth its weight in gold. 

AURORA JANI

Her family’s personal alarm clock, 
Katie wakes them each morning 
with a toy in her mouth, making 
noise. Sweet and social, enthusiastic 
and energetic, she adores attention 
and is always up for adventure, 
enjoys chasing lizards and squirrels, 
playing tug-a-war and taking long 
evening walks. A true people-
pleasing pup, she’s living the most 

 golden of lives by loving wholeheartedly and being loved
 just as much in return.

CHLOE MILLY

Setting her adoptive home aglow, 
Chloe captured her new family’s 
heart with her sweetness and 
sassiness, high spirits and smarts. 
A mischievous 19-month-old miss, 
she loves cuddling with her mom 
and playing chase with her dad, 
shredding fluffy toys and swimming 
in the ocean. Not only does this 

precocious pup keep them laughing, she keeps them 
wondering about what she’ll do next.  

MEMPHIS JIMBO

Jaime’s family swapped foster 
for fur-ever when they adopted 
Memphis. Now one of a trio of 
Golden Retrievers, he’s both silly 
and sweet, part time clown and 
full time cuddler, who loves toys, 
truck rides and camping trips, 
and visits to the lake, beach and 
mountains. Having successfully 
completed basic obedience 

training, Memphis hopes to receive his Canine Good 
Citizen (CGC) certificate this year. 

LAWRENCE JONNIE 

The size of a small pony with 
a large heart to match, Hunter 
(formerly Lawrence) is happiest in 
the company of his family, lapping 
up their affection and lovingly 
returning it. Adept at flinging 
doors shut with his nose, passionate 
about his stuffed alligator and 
cow, taking them everywhere, 
he especially enjoys chasing 

squirrels and ridding the yard of lizards when he’s not 
inside cuddling on the couch with the people he adores.

Adoption Stories
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Bambi Anderson-Ivers - Tony
Helen and John Armolea - Amos
Helen and John Armolea - Hoss
Ed & Sherry Ayres & GRRMF Family - Duke
Stephen and Leigh Baccich - Ben
Kim Broida - Stormy
Cathy and Marc Christy - Bella 
Phil Doherty - Henry 
Dowdle Family - Monkey 
Paula and Andy Downey - Bauer

Haker Family - Dora
Jacquie and Gary Hasbach - Rusty 
Donna and Mike Hollingsworth - Snapper
Trish and Clayton Hopkins - Copper
Keri and William Milo - Sprinkles
Teri Trudell - Trudy
William and Gay Webb - Coco
Heather Welch - Cookie  
Bill and Sue Welser - Olivia
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THANK YOU!   DONATIONS APRIL - JUNE 2021

GENERAL

Ade, Marilynn
Adler, Jeffrey
Arter, Kym
Ashwell, Jane
Atwell, Caprice
Barnes, Susan
Beach, Dan
Best Friends Animal Society
Buck, Hettie
Buckley, Vicki
Bush, Joy
Clark, Cynthia
Covert, Chris
D'Alessandro, Melinda
Davis, Lance
Dell Technologies
Dinorsce, Mark
Disney
Duke Energy
Dunakin, Amanda
Duncan, Maggie
Elliott, Robert
Ferris, Revere and Beverly
Friedrich, Penney
Gay, Alan
Gogerty, Sharon
Grasso, Susan and Frank
Green, Theresa
Habercamp, Elizabeth
Hamel, Susan
Hargreaves, Catherine
Hopkins, Barry
Hornick, Vicki
Hulmes, Daniel
Jackson, Joshua
JD Lab Inc.
Kard, Charles and Carole
Keilholtz, Joseph
Keller, Cliff and Karen
Klemetti, Stacy
Klippel, Ralph
Korsness, Barbara
Krim, Jane
Lasichak, Raymond
Lee, Catherine
Leimgruber, Deborah Salivar
Lopez, Almary
McAnally, Michael
McDaniel, Edward
McGraw, Allola
Mckenzie, Graham
McMillan, John
McQuilkin, Craig
Microsoft Rewards
Miller, Richard and Darian Hoyt
Mitzel, John
Molina, Kristine
Morgan, Kristina
Nagle, James
Network for Good
Noack, Kenneth
O's 20/20
Pampered Chef
Parker, Jeanie
PayPal Giving Fund
Perino, Maria
Pittle, Eileen

Politis, Katherine
Rada Mfg. Co.
Rauzzino, Thomas
Reid, Deby A.
Sabino, Lois A.
Serterides, George
Shepard, William
Sheridan, Cathy and Cobb
Snadecky, Geraldine
Sprague, Robert
Stastka, Michael
Thomas, Michael
Tubell, Eleanor
Turley, Sandra M
Tutewiler, Gail
United Healthcare Group
VanNess-Rose, Michelle
Veschio, Betty
Voya Financial
Weck, Jonathan
Welser, Bill
YoGolf Book

IN HONOR OF

Athineos, Doris, 
  for Marianne Bocker
Beaman, Paula L, for Bella
Bridewell, Deborah A., 
  for Kylee Harrison
Coffman, Bob E, 
  for Annie Rose
Davis, Larry, for Sasha
Evenden, John A, for Cooper
Fairbank, Christine, 
  for Julie Metzgar
Faulkenberry, Tori, 
  for Murphy and Haley
Feuer, Dr. and Mrs. David, 
  for Emile
Gonzalez, Carmen, for Sandy
Heller, Ardyth, for Lyric Nadia
Holliday, Linda Marie, 
  for Henry Doherty
Jennings, Jan, for Betty Wyatt
Kirby, Lesley, 
  for Grace B. Kendrick
Lacoste, Lois, for Shadow
Long, Sherrie Lynn, for Marley
Velden, Margaret, 
  for Russell Brown
Viles, Kenneth, 
  for all our babies

IN MEMORY OF

Albano, Francis, 
  for Henry Doherty
Alfson, Lynda, for Molly Anne
Anderson, Barbara and Robert,    
  for Chloe
Broida, Joel and Sandra, 
  for Ralph Cooley
DiBenedetto, Peter L., 
  for Henry Doherty
Doherty, Phil, for Henry
Drapo, Deborah, for Finley Jess
Fanning, Colleen, 
  for Steve Grissom

Feuer, Dr. and Mrs. David, 
  for Pirate
Forsberg, Carol, 
  for Henry Doherty
Gilliland, Larry and Marcy, 
  for Steve Grissom
Gonzalez, Carmen, 
  for Aussie, Puchy and Susie
Heeter, Greg and Debby, 
  for Finley
Hines, Margaret, 
  for Grace Kendrick
Hopkins, Trish and Clayton, 
  for Copper
Horton Holly, for Spicey
Ivey, Patricia, 
  for Steve Grissom
Kruysam, Leonie, 
  for Whisper Jody
Leduc, Ed and Stephanie, 
  for Cody and Lucy
Maroney, Dan and Family 
  and Raymond James, 
  for Steven L Grissom
McAnally, Michael, 
  for Maggie Mae
McNulty, Elizabeth M, 
  for Ernie Rhamstine
Murphy, Linda, 
  for Lorraine Hansen
Scott, Beth, for Zeke Oliver 
  and Coco Chanel
Serling, Susan and Kessler,   
  David, for Patricia Vallango
Sinibaldi, Mary, 
  for Ralph Cooley
Skaggs, Susie and Bill, 
  for Hokie
Slaughter, Marilyn, 
  for Shaun, Piper and Champ
Stager, Thomas and Diane, 
  for Thelma and Louise
Steinard, Linda, 
  for Kirby, Max and Jazzman
Tucker, Susan and Michael, 
  for Erik Bruckner
Vincent, Ginger and George,   
  for Olivia Welser
Vincent, Ginger and George,  
  for Bella Christy
Vincent, Ginger and George,  
  for Hoss Armolea
Vincent, Ginger and George,  
  for Dora Haker
Walsh, Barbara and William,  
  for Cassie
Webb, William, for Coco

WOODY FUND

Alfson, John and Lynda,  
  for Jack Marsh
Alfson, Lynda and John, 
  for Luna Ann
Chagnon, Dennis
Chagnon, Kathleen
Curtin, Stephen and Susan, 
  for Della, Andy and Lucy

Dowdle, Jeanne, 
  for Tucker Nathan
Duncan, Maggie
Edlund, Anders
Forsberg, Carol, 
  for our healthy puppies
Gruhler, Alfred
Gurtner, James
Mayer, Patricia
Parker, Jeanie
Shaklee, Anna
Snedeker, Cymthia
Thompson, Paula
Tradelius, Mary Anne

WOODY FUND - 

FOR DINAH

Aitken, Linda
Alfson, Lynda and John
Aziz, Douglas
Bethea, Kay
Bogle, Ralph
Bonfanti, Susan
Bowling, Jane
Callegari-Gatley, Barbara
Collins, Charles
Crofts, Teresa
Doles, Thais
Dyke, Jason
Eagle, C David
Garcia, Kathryn
Gay, Alan
Graser, Lyda
Gruhler, Alfred
Hawk, Suzanne
Hunter, Susan
Jett, Marilee
Julia, Joanne
Kierstein, Lysee
McCabe, Kimberly
Mitzel, John
Molina, Kristine
Neal, Stephanie
Orvis, Mary
Perino, Maria
Prosser, Kathy
Rauzzino, Thomas
Rossburg, Sheryl
Scott, Beth
Shaklee, Anna
Sheely, Susan
Slomins, Donna
Stastka, Michael E
Steiger, Ellen
Strickland, William
Taylor, Stacie
Thomas, Michael
Tilak, Suwarna
Tradelius, Mary Anne
Treber, Leslie
Wilkes, Lisa
YoGolf Book

.
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Don’t wait too long to order your 2022 GRRMF 
Calendars!  USPS is reporting possible shipping 
delays again this holiday season. We want you, 
your friends and family to enjoy this treasured 
calendar dedicated to the GRRMF dogs we both 
have saved through the years. We cannot do it 
without your support of donations and/or 
purchase of our annual calendar. Enjoy the 
special photos and stories in the new year!

What a wonderful way to support GRRMF through the 
holidays and all year long! AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support us every time you shop, at no cost to you. Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to Golden Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida (GRRMF).  
Mobile app purchases on Amazon Smile can now be included using these simple 
instructions so sign up today and help save a golden with every purchase you 
make! 
 
How it works:

1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs & Features
3. Select "Golden Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida, Inc." as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app

Happy Holidays!



Golden Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida
Post Office Box 1449
Goldenrod, Florida 32733

Return Service Requested

30 YEARS OF SAVING GOLDENS – 4,004 SAVED SINCE 1991
Golden Retriever Rescue Of Mid-Florida

Please consider making a much needed donation to help save our goldens!
You may donate online at www.grrmf.org or fill out this form and mail it to:
GRRMF - P.O. Box 1449 - Goldenrod, FL 32733.  Donations are tax deductible.

Name:_________________________________ Email:_________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________________

Would you prefer to receive your receipt letter by (circle one)   EMAIL   US MAIL       

I’d like to donate as follows:   

$___________ General donation  $___________ Woody Fund for special needs dogs    

$___________ In honor of :______________________________________________________

$___________ In memory of :____________________________________________________

           Membership options (circle one): $25 Regular   $50 Golden Friend   $100 Sponsorship

A copy of the official registration and financial information for Golden Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida Inc.,
a Florida-based nonprofit corporation, (Registration no. #CH11185), may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services

by calling toll-free 1.800.help.fla (432.7352) within the state or by visiting 800helpfla.com.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the state.
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WHAT’S NEW ON THE WEB?

Unleash your Passion ... Become a Volunteer
   www.grrmf.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/
2022 GRRMF Calendar
   www.grrmf.org/2022-calendar-order/
Structured Gifting Legacy 
   www.grrmf.org/structured-gifting/
GRRMF Store Holiday Specials
   https://partners.animalpride.com/ 
Hearts of Gold therapy teams in action 
   www.grrmf.org/therapy-latest-news/


