20th Anniversary Year!

February 2011

A Milestone In History - 20 Years Of Saving Gold!

by Barbara Durham, GRRMF President

It's hard to believe that 20 years ago a few
concerned golden retriever lovers in the
breed club, Mid-Florida Golden Retriever
Club, banded together
to form a ‘“rescue
committee” that was
the genesis of all our
efforts today. These
folks were experi-
enced with showing
golden retrievers in
conformation and
obedience  competi-
tions with beautiful
goldens that met every
breed standard. But
they also had big
hearts full of love for
all golden refrievers,
no matter what their physical appearance,
who were displaced and looking for homes.
They started slow but methodically worked
to start an organized process of rescuing
golden retrievers. By 1997 it was clear that
taking this foundation and creating a
separate notfor-profit corporation would be
the catalyst for growing our rescue
program. So Golden Retriever Rescue of
Mid-Florida was born and the rest is history.
Our tax exempt status, a new website, and
a campaign fo increase awareness about
rescue with veterinarians in Florida resulted
in a huge bolt of activity. Today we have
saved 2654 goldens and counting. We are
so excited to celebrate our 20th anniversary
in 2011. In each newsletter of 2011 we
will highlight various achievements in our
20 year history. We invite all of you to
come to our Rescue Reunion on Saturday
February 26th to help us celebrate. If you
have never been, please try to come, it is
well worth the drive.  Everyone should
experience seeing so many beautiful happy
goldens in one location — red and blonde,
big and small, we have them all!

our 20th

GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE OF MID-FLORIDA

Rufus, GRRMF dog # 2133, is our cover
dog on the 2011 calendar celebrati

anniversary. You can stil g
purchase calendars on our website. )

And, we still have the support of the breed
club — at every reunion our dear friends at
Mid-Florida Golden Retriever Club host a
grooming booth where you can have your
dog’s feet and ears trimmed fo raise money
for our rescue program.
Their compassion for the
breed has not faltered in
20 years and neither
has ours!  We look
forward to the future
with the opportunity fo
save many more golden
retrievers  with  your

support. -

Fate Stegped In

By Marcia McGovern
Intake and Foster Coordinator

One afternoon right
before  Christmas a
message came in via the |
info@grrmf email address &
from a veterinarian in |
Orlando.  The vet said
she had a 2 year old
golden male named T |
whose  owner  had |
brought him in to have |
him euthanized.  The |
owner said she just’
couldn’t deal with him
anymore.  This owner
had put a shock collar on
poor TJ at a very young age and kept it
there, shocking him whenever he did some-
thing she did not like. | was expecting a
crazy, wild, unruly dog, afraid of his own
shadow. That is not what | found. We are
grateful to TJ's regular vet who asked the
owner fo sign him over fo her

and then she turned TJ over to GRRMF. |
went to pick him up from the vet's office.
We spent time with him so he could get to
know me a little. This vet's office had a
trainer who had kept him for the weekend
so she got to know him a litle. He was
afraid of strangers at first but warmed up
very quickly once he knew you weren't
going to hurt him. He played ball and tug
and generally behaved like a normal 2 year
old golden. Neither the vet, the trainer, or |
could figure out what the owner’s problem
was with him. He trains very easily with
treats.

He went to a wonderful GRRMF foster
who also found litle fault with him. She
described him as a great dog!l “We
brought him home from the vet and he
made himself right at home. We cut the
horrible knots of hair off and trimmed his
ears then gave him a tub bath. He did very
well in the tub, no problems at all. He
LOVES all toys and to play fetch. He walks
very well on the leash (although | used a
gentle lead so | could
walk both dogs together).
He doesn't bark. He is
potty trained. | have seen
nothing destructive  at
all....no chewing things
he shouldn't or getting
into things such as the
Christmas tree, etc. | think
he is very trustworthy in
the home. He will do his
basic commands  for
treats. | think he should
| be snatched right up by
someone!”

T)'s situation demon-
strates how a simple act of compassion can
save a dog’s life. A veterinarian with a big
heart gave him the opportunity fo come into
the GRRMF family and have a chance a
total life makeover. We are thrilled to report
that T) has been adopted into a home where
he will always feel safe and loved.

www.GRRMF.org



Thank you to all our wonderful
adopfion families who opened
their hearts and homes to each of
these wonderful goldens!

Hunter was surren-
dered at eight years
old to the county
shelter as he was no
longer wanted. Hunter
had the typical skin
and ear issues,
missing some hair
but was happy and

* ready to play. His
foster Mom knew of a GRRMF member
who had recently lost her precious golden
and soon thereafter her husband. A call
was placed to see how she was doing
and if any thoughts had been given to
another companion. Happily, the answer
was a big yes and Hunter went to his new
home with Pat K. and is now living the
spoiled life he deserves with summers in
Virginia and winters in Florida. Hunter
and Pat rescued each other.

Micah (formerly Indy) was three years
old and unneutered when he came to
GRRMF. He was given up by his former
owners when his family adyto move to
an apartment. They already had an older
dog, so decided that Indy would be the
one to find a new home. They hoped for
a home with _
a fenced yard
for Indy, but
we did them
one better, £
he now also &
has a brother.
The C family ~ — .
adopted him and calls him Micah. His
new family reports that he now responds
well to his name and the canine brothers
are doing quite well together. They are
happy to be his forever home and we're
sure Micah is just as happy.

Jack found his forever home where he is
showered with love. When his new family
came fo
meet him,
he  met
SR® them at
B¢f -~ the door
dad | and  with
a waggin
tail, iooi
to them immediately. This once unsure
boy is overcoming all his fears and will
never have fo worry again.

'I'eddY Bear is a precious girl who found
herselt in rescue because her previous
family didn't have any time for her. Linda

J. adopted her and couldn't be happier.

Symon
info rescue because
his family couldn't
afford him anymore.
The G. family § §
adopted him and H

he has brought &
happiness and joy
into their home.

Jake came into the rescue because his
former family could no longer afford him.
The D. fc:mi?;/ quickly added him to their
family and couldn't be happier.

Blue came into the rescue at eleven years
old because his family was moving out of
the area. He found a perfect fit with the E.
family and will never need to worry about
being loved again.

Maggie was turned into rescue when
her former family claimed this eleven year
old gal demanded too much time and
attention. Turning her in was good for
both Maggie as well as the E. family who
odopted%wer and now shower her with all
the attention she deserves.

Harley was a sweet boy
turned in when his owners
@ were travelling and had
= no time for him. All he
wanted was to be loved
and he got that with
Jonathan P. He now has
a person who will spend
time with him. His days
of loneliness are over.

RAINBOW BRIDGE

Gator girl was the little
one who had been hit
by a car. After surgery
and lots of rehab and
love by her foster
family, she was adopted
4 by Ron and Jennifer L.
: " and their golden named
. "85 Mia. Gator can now
run and play with her family without pain.
And based on a recent report from her
family, she is making up for lost time!

Lily is a young litile
girl who needec? some
he(lf. Her former family

did not crate her &
while Ih? were at [
work and this one @&

ear old girl was - .
ored and would tear |
up things in the e

house. They gave her up rather than
help her. It was a blessing for the C.
family who adopted her and think she
is perfect. They also recognize the
importance of crating!

It's time to start submitting
calendar photos for the
20I2 Calendar!

All you have to do is email your digital
photos of GRRMF alumni fo:
grrmfcalendar@gmail.com

I Please submit unadjusted original
digital files. B Horizontal photos are
preferred for the calendar format.

B Large, high quality files are most likely
to be selected.

B All photos become property of GRRMF

upon submission.

We extend our hearts and sympathy to all our GRRMF families that
have lost a loving companion the past few months. We thank you for
opening your hearts and doors, giving a second chance to those who
needed you to come into their lives just when you did.

B Kerri Vorhies, Fiona B Cynthia Bennett, Harrison

B Steve & Kellie Bentley, Precious (one of the Sarasota 23 moms)
I Merle Fairbanks, Traveler (formerly James)

I Vickie Krivacs, Kody B Larry & Phyllis Wojciechowski, George
I Mary & Ron Makara, Mandy B Abby Lee, Kenyon

We invite everyone to enter the Rainbow Bridge section on our web site and spend time
with each loving companion. See their beautiful picture and read about the life they

devoted to their families.




Fiona’s Second Chance at Life

By Sandy Sumner, Adoption Coordinator

We were recently trying to place a golden with an approved
applicant. Dogs that were OFF red, complete with pictures, were
not what this person was looking for. At a loss, we finally asked
him to give us an idea of what he wanted. Did he want one that
played fetch, one that liked to swim or one that was a snuggler?
What we got back was more common than we like to admit. It
had nothing to do with the dog's personality or likes or dislikes.
It was all about looks. This person never once
indicated what type of dog he would like, just that it
had to look like a show dog. And he sent us pictures
so that we would understand exactly what he was
looking for. These pictures had to have come from a
breeder’s site or something. They were professionally
done! | don't know why it surprises me but it does.
And it saddens me too tﬁot there are people out there
whose only concern is looks. We are not a deli. We
don’t make dogs to order. We want wonderful dogs
to find their forever homes no matter what they look
like. My Scooby has “junk in the trunk”, a wattle on
his neck and the pointiest nose | have seen in a
while. But | would not change a thing about him. He is perfect to
me. He makes me laugh every day, is the best snugg?er in the

world and is a good big brother to Frodo. You all know what |
mean. Our dogs are perfect and beautiful in our eyes.

And thus begins the story of Fiona (aka “Beautiful”). | have had
the pleasure of knowing Fiona for almost three years. She was
12 years old back then and not what you would call a classic
bem'{. Her owner could no longer care for her. She was almost
bald, heartworm positive, a blg cyst on her shoulder and a tumor
on her lip. In a word “Yikes!” Her foster mom (and then forever
mom), Kerri, saw through the outward conditions and saw the
beauty within. She took her home and fostered her through her

heartworm treatment. The love affair began. First, no one ever
told Fiona that she was old or sick. She battled through all of her
ailments (and then some) and came out healthy and happy. She
went fo the holistic vet and got her “potions and herbs”. | know
because | would dog sit for Fiona when her mom was out of town
and there were literally dozens of things that she would take
every doy But drop it in some peanut butter and she was good
o. She would have breakfast in bed at my house
' g only get up to go outside when she was done
: eollng. And she would give you that look like a grand-
mother would, as if to say “What are you looking at®
| Just go get my food and be quick about it”. It was a
%‘uoronteed giggle every morning. And every time
that Kerri dropped her oft or pickeg her up, she would
always say “I love you, Beautiful” or “Hi Beautiful!”

Fiona would always attend GRRMF education events
in the Orlando area. One year was especially memo-
rable. We were at an adopt-athon with other rescues
and next to us was Lab Rescue. They had a “Marley”

from the movie who was barking and acting just like Marley
would. The next thing you know, Fiona was over there sitting in
the middle of the labs as though she wanted nothing to do with
us and wanted to be a lab instead. As usual, her look was
completely content and she saw nothing wrong with sitting in the
middle of another group. We still talk about her day as a Lab.

Fiona passed away recently at the ripe old age of 15. She has a
history that we will talk about for years. And that is what goldens
are about. Not the color or the thickness of their coat or the head
shape. They are about the love, the antics, the fun and the memo-
ries. Tell your dog that she is beautiful every day. Fiona knew it
and your dog mﬁ too.

e 1991: 2.654!

Canine Good Citizen and, now, Registered Therapy Dog

Two issues ago we printed an article on GRRMF rescue Trevor. He was a lost sickly boy who fortunately
found his way from the Pasco County Shelter into GRRMF rescue where he would heal, gain weight and
strength, find his forever home, and go on to success in many fraining classes. He even earned the fitle of
Canine Good Citizen. At the time of the article, he was in training to pass the test for the Therapy Dogs

Inc. certification.

Trevor's picture included one of him with his human grandmother who loves him dearly and to everyone’s
surprise; she even sings to him as he just sits patiently in front of her and looks into her eyes. Well we are

happy to report that Trevor indeed passed his test and became a certified therapy dog the end of October. He recewed his of'ﬁcml

paperwork in the mail one week before he visited his grandmother in Lady Lake
for Thanksgiving. He showed off his new tag and demonstrated his good manners.
Unfortunately, that same night grandmother fell and broke her leg. While this has not
; been easy for her or her family, Trevor showed his metal and came through with his
first official therapy dog visit being his very own grandmother in the rehab center.

He surely was a sad litile fellow when he came to his home in December of 2009,
but what a wonderful addition he has been and how far he has come in one short
year! Not only is he a great play buddy, walking partner, and night time foot warmer,
but a very handsome mannerly good citizen and therapy companion. He now has his
eye on becoming a reading helper in the reading paws program. He truly
is “Golden”. Who could ask for anything more!



201l Annual
Rescue Reunion
CELEBRATING

20 YEARS!

Saturday, February 26th, 2011
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Lake Parker Park
in Lakeland, Florida

2011 will mark 20 years of finding forever
homes for golden retrievers throughout
central Florida.

What better way to begin our 20th
anniversary than with our annual Rescue
Reunion!
W U Activities:
Y Games for you
and your golden,
raffle, grooming
by  Mid-Florida
Golden Retriever
Club  members,
pet (and family)
" poriraits by Laura
. Allen Studios (see
& more info below),
“ life's Abundance
Premlum Dog Food The New Barker
Magazine, Josh’s Firchouse Treats and
other vendors, all kinds of fun things for
you and your dog! Our golden goods
store will have lots of great new golden
retriever merchandise for sale, including
new GRRMF notecards featuring some of
our rescues.

Food: Sonny's will provide on-site cater-
ing to include: hamburgers, hot dogs, or
chicken, potato chips, and cookies or
brownies, iced tea or lemonade for only
$4.99 per person. We will also have soft
drinks and bottled water available for

purchase (with all proceeds going to
GRRMF).

What to bring: 1 Your dog/crowd/kid
friendly golden retriever (on a fixed leash
please, no flexileads) B Chairs, blankets
or shade tents if desired. I Water, bowl
and poop bags for your dog B Money to
shop and buy raffle tickets. B We accept
checks at the golden goods booth, but
we do not take credit cards. N Food: Don't
bring any! Sonny’s will provide onsite
catering. B Crate/Xpen for time outs,
if required 1 YOU!III11111]

PET AND FAMILY PHOTO DAY
AT THE GOLDEN RETRIEVER RESCUE
OF MID-FLORIDA REUNION!

Register for pet portraits at www.lauraallenstudios.com or ecall
727-584-5040. Laura will have a mobile studio with air
conditioning on the reunion site. Sitting fees for photos are $6.00
and go to GRRMF. Laura will take professional pictures of your pets
with props and backgrounds. Packages will be available for
purchase at reasonable prices. View and order poriraits online in a
few days. then have the portraits shipped to your home. Dress up
your golden if you like or bring their favorite toy. Families are
welcome to be in the portrait with your pet. Gift items available too
- coffee mugs, note cards. mouse pads., purses, etc. For more
information visit www.grrmf.org and go to the reunion page to view
the fiyer for the pet photos.




Thank you to all our
generous donors for November
and December 2010 who make

our program possible!

GENERAL DONATIONS
Stephanie Phillips
Pauline Drum

Christina & Roger Leggatt
Megan Milligan
Marilyn Ade

leffrey Adler

RCD Corporation
Janette & Frank Delapa
Pam & Walt Johnson
Carol Cerney

Jerry & Irene Clifford
Fran Conlin

Lois Cousins

Marsha Crowder

Dan & Therese Durkin
Karen & Cliff Keller
Dee Sheppe

Kelly Hosterman

Diane MaKinney
Dawn & Richard Small
Thomas Lippy

Diana Sterling

C. Beatty Collins
Debra Sheridan
Juliana Sprague

Susan Santos

Patricia & Mike Alekson
Linda-Marie & Barry Holliday
James & Debra McCoy
Dori Westmark
Barbara Dishozy
Bruce Burke

Debra Johannson
Patricia Smith

Cary & Deb Cash
Jo-ann Conroy
Rebecca Ellis

Norma Jeske

Christina Davignon
Caroline Caldwell
Sandra LePorte

David Hutchinson
Sandra Diaferia
Lannette Wilson
Charles Pokrandt

Ray & Sue Angle
Marilyn & Michael Counen
Henry & Pat Mayer
Robert Easterday
Kathleen White

Robert & Barbara Anderson
Steve Jaffee

Donald Wiley

Claudia Dresser
Jacqueline Huliquist
Jennifer Smith

Agnes Balas

Sarah Puleo

Amy Titus

Ronald Pagano
Dianne Hodgett
Ronald & Carol Luteyn
Lois Lullman

Ashton Dovel

Pat & Bill Shepard
John & Mary Ellen Davies
leffrey Kwasiborski
Leanne Reid

Karen & Jim Smith
Debbie McGhehey

Daniel Kennon

Aaron Kennon

Sunny Boutique

Penny Dalton

Helen DeWitt

Dr. David & Karen Elliott
Vicki Hornick

Gerard & Susan Dethier
Barbara Geisinger
Richard Montmeat
Karolyn Taylor

Robert Swift

Anne Folsom

Donna Pecorelli
Michael & Faith Libbe
Linda Lullman

Kirk and Michelle Martin
Kathy Stastka
Anonymous donors
Susan McKellar

David & Olinda Sykes
William & Barbara Walsh
Shirley Rosenkoetter
Sarah & Brian Davis
Ann & John Fitzpatrick
Joyce Jones

Karen & Michael Dezik
Helaine Weidner
Janice McGeough
Thomas Wiegand
Meghan Milligan
Donald & Shannon Pierson
Marjorie Spence
Virginia Forester

Diane Hamblin

Darlene & Bill Cheever
Phil & Joyce Gailey

Kim Wertz

Donald Newnham

Joan Collier

Susan Smith

Allen Gast

Bill & Sylvia McClelland
Beverly Mclaughlin
Thomas Blackwell
Robert & Patricia Smith

IN HONOR OF
Patricia Bair for Jan Jennings
Julie Calman for Parker
John Curry, Jr. for Cassie
Carol Bowes for Lisa Heller
Karen DeRusso for Lindsey Hart
Cathy Schuliz for Marty, Zoie & Corey
Patricia Jones & Rich Holmes,
for our Bailey Boy
Virginia Mize, for Granby
Christine MacPhail, for Jan Jennings
Kim Hillery, for her mother Nan Hillery
Lisa Kasper, for Lyndsey Koch
& Brock Holston
Nicholas Reynolds, for grandmothers
Mrs. Leilah Dietker and
Mrs. Virginia Reynolds
Lawrence Snouffer, for Chloe
Mary Chaundy, for Jewel & Wyatt
Virginia Forester, for Sonny _
Don & Bev Butz, for Brandy and Jorge
Rod Jones & Wesley Ann Hunt,
for Trooper who was fostered
by Harold & Linda Rhea
Steve & Virginia Salagaras,
for Casey & Cooper
Ellen Barr, for Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crocker
A.G. Kendrick, to help Murphy’s friend
Jane F. Siling, for Dr. Emily Dugas, DVM

Ardyth Heller, for Dr. Michele Rosen, DVM
Ridgely Ochs, for Silvia & Van Ochs
Maureen Wright, for Pamela Jones
Todd Eddie, for Spirit
Nici Haerter, for Jan Jennings
Deborah Drapo, for her

summer fosters Juliet & Clover
Carol Barnett, for Daisy
Janette & Frank Delapa, for Kallie
Connie Madigan, for Coco
Michael Hunzinger for

Bob & Jennifer Hunzinger
Jeffrey Anderson, for Robert Joy

of JIMZ Architects & Planners

WOODY FUND & FOR GATOR
Judy M. Hill

Amy MooreKing
Patricia Dedmon
Brian Turley
Gretchen Lovewell
Kathryn Greene
Lisa Patton

Darcy Parker
Brian Turley
Jessica Torres
Mary Nielson
Sharon Gogerty

IN MEMORY OF
Jennifer & Ron Longman, for Midas
Lee Deckard, for Beau, Katie,
Kelly, Lex & Missy
John Dibble, for Bill Delaney
Mike & Kim Hartman, for Spenser
Barbara Dishozy, for her mother
Libby Dishozy
Beverly Mclaughlin, for Gary Pyett
George & Jonell Hall, for Robin
Pam & Walt Johnson, for Pheobe
Dr. Robert & Mary Robinson, for Cody
Michelle Beck, for Tandy
Patti, Frank & Casey Sarano,
for Disney & Katey
Linda L. Steinard, for A. Jazzman Paradise
Peter & Patricia Balaban,
for Max & his mother Basha
John Curry, Jr., for Carver,
Tessie, Mulligan, Josie Greg
Judith & Paul Richter, for Jade
Gail Weber, for Elsa, Ninja,
Cashew, Tyler & Casey Jennings
Samantha Wells, for Emerson & Emily
Brenda Young, for her mother Nancy Spears
Mary Chaundy, for Shane
Mary & Ron Makara, for Mandy
Cliff & Karen Sandlin, for Jake
Harlan Gladstein, for Kelly
Jeane M. Knowles, for Beau & Angie
Peggy Litt & Pam Harrell, for Alex
Delores Main, for Peaches
Susan McKellar, for Brandy
Michael & Sharon Savastio, for Tucker
Marilyn J. Slaughter, for Shaun
Colleen & Rick Sosteri, for Shooz
Pamela Marshall, for Jake
Don & Bev Butz, for Amber,
Morgan, Buffy, Cody & Buddy
Robert & Rosemary Drury, for Sophie
Charene Jones, for Darlene Dent Nelson
John & Carla Ostermeier, for Daisy
Bill & Sylvia McClelland,
for Charlie & Benjamin
Ellen Baar, for Chuck Herrington,
Angie Knowles and Tango Rhea
Jan Jennings, for Casy, Elsa,

Ninja, Tyler and Cashew
Gloria Padawer, for Georgia
Joe Van Why, for Daisy & Dakota
Nancy Wood, for Edward Baker
Barb & Charlie White and Ace
(of the Sarasota 23), for
Kira(Whoopie)
Kim Kotalik, for Nutmeg
Margitta Claterbos, for husband Henry

GOLDEN ANGEL
Julie Iribarren
Michael Bynum
Anitra Ruth

Susan Smith

Allen Gast

Donald Newnham
Michael Hunzinger
Nina Oldenquist
James Raesly

Jason Henault
Christina Bishop
Kim Filion

Jennifer Baker

Jean Stark
Rosemary Laguzza
Thomas A. Blackwell
Renee Duke
William Booth

Lisa Yost

David Rife

David Pinsker
Clifford Earp
Marge Mackenzie
Ralph & Janice Bogle
Lisa Kasper

Mary Kostenbauder
Kathleen Nagel
Dean DeSantis
Karin Kilgore-Green
Jason Goitia
Richard Vallin

Keri Jowers
Douglas Cramer

CORPORATE & EMPLOYEE
DONATIONS

l ING Employee Matching Gift
& Melissa Lawhoen

U Lockheed Martin Employees -
East Orlando

 J.P. Morgan Chase Payroll Plan
on behalf of Robert Zasada
and Tim Collins

B IBM Employee Payroll Plan —
Anonymous Donors

B American Charities Payroll Plan
on behalf of Glenda Selby




Name Address

City/State/Zip Phone

E-mail CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: [ General Membership $25 [ Golden Friend $50
U Sponsor support $100 (J General Donation $ () Woody's Fund for Special Needs & Senior Dogs $

U In Memory OF: $ U In Honor Of: $

Send acknowledgment to:

Mail form and check to: GRRMF, PO Box 1449, Goldenrod, FL 32733 or donate via credit card at www.grrmf.org.

GRRMF is a 501(c}3 Charitable Organization. Donations are tax deductible. A cop?/ of the official registration and financial information
may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling Toll-Free (800-435-7532) within the state.
Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state #CH11185.

GRRMF CONTACT INFORMATION: Goldens Saved so Far since 1991: 2654

www.grrmf.org . . .
Hotline: 407.332.2840 Celebrating our 20th anniversary in 20Il!

Fax: 419.781.3538
General Inquiries and address changes: info@grrmf.org
Accounting and Donations: accounting@grrmf.org
Fostering: fostering@grrmf.org

Adoptions: adoptions@grrmf.org ' "
Intake/Surrender: intake@grrmf.org - .
Volunteering: volunteers@grrmf.org '

Events: events@grrmf.org

Fundraising: fundraising@grrmf.org
Home visits: homevisits@grrmf.org
Transports: transports@grrmf.org
Newsletter Editor: grrmfnewsletter@gmail.com
Calendar Photo Submissions: grrmfcalendar@gmail.com
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