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IF N O T FO R YO U •••
D e b o r a h W ils o n , G R R M F N ew s le t te r E d i to r

Y es ,Y o u ! Y o u , o u r su p p o rte rs , s a ve liv e s -

p re c io u s G o ld e n R e tr ie ve rs o f p u re a n d

som e tim e s b le n d e d a n ce s try . If y o u a re

re a d in g th is n ew s le tte r th e n yo u h a ve

m ade a no tic e a b le d iffe re n ce in o u r

w o rld . Y o u h a ve sa ve d a n d co n tin u e

to sa ve th e liv e s o f th o se w ho ca n n o t

sp e a k o n th e ir ow n beha lf, s om e tim e s

e n d u rin g in co n fu se d s ile n ce th e

h e a rta ch e , lo n e lin e s s , lo s s , a n d p a in

o f em o tio n a l a n d /o r p h ys ic a l d is tre s s .

Y o u h a ve g ive n th e lo ve w ith in yo u r

h e a rt, th e la b o r o f yo u r h a n d s , a n d th e

b o u n ty w ith in yo u r w a lle t n o m a tte r th e

s iz e o f its co n te n ts . K n ow th a t yo u a re

n o t a lo n e in yo u r e n d e a vo rs . T h e re a re

m an y o f u s jo in e d to th e sam e goa l.

W h ile yo u r s in g u la r e ffo rts m a ke a

d iffe re n ce , yo u r a d d e d vo ic e to G R RM F

m ake s yo u r e ffo rts m o re p ow e rfu l th a n

yo u ca n im ag in e . T o g e th e r w e co n tin u e

to o p e n o u r d o o rs a n d o u r h e a rts to

th o se w hom

o th e rs m a y

fin d th e

in ve s tm en t

o f t im e o r

m one yo ve r-

w he lm in g .

T o g e th e r, w e

h a ve tu rn e d S h a n n o n w a s tu r n e d in b y a

m any d iff ic u lt f a m i ly w h o g o t h e r f r o m a p e t

s h o p . . • S h a n n o n tu r n e d o u t to

s itu a tio n s in to h a v e d e f o rm i t ie s in h e r k n e e s

lo v in g su cce ss th a t k e p t th em b o w e d o u t .

. f T h e p e t s h o p " g u a r a n te e d "

s to r ie s o r th e i r p u p p ie s a n d o H e r e d to

th e se p re c io u s t a k e h e r b a c k a n d r e p la c e h e r

g
o ld e n w ith a n o th e r d o g . W h a t

. h a p p e n s to th e s e d o g s w h e n

re tr ie ve rs . th e y a r e r e tu r n e d ? T h e a n sw e r

i s p r e t ty o b v io u s . T h e f am i ly

c o n ta c te d G R R M F k n o w in g

th a t th e r e w a s n o o th e r o p t io n

f o r th i s b e a u t i f u l , o th e rw is e

h e a l th y y o u n g f em a le .

S h a n n o n h a s h a d o n e s u r g e r y

a n d is d o in g v e r y w e l l . H e r

s e c o n d s u rg e r y w i l l b e

s c h e d u le d s h o r t ly . T h e d o c to r s

f e e l s h e w i l l h a v e a n e x c e l le n t

p r o g n o s i s .

T a kea m om en t

to g o to o u r

w eb s ite a n d

se e a ll th o se

w onde rfu l

fa ce s su ch

a s S hannon 's .

S h e is o n e o f m an y ju s t w a it in g fo r th e

ch a n ce to p o u r th e ir lo ve a n d com pan -

io n sh ip o u t to a fam ily o f th e ir v e ry

ow n . W hy w ou ld w e tu rn su ch p u re

g o ld d ow n ju s t b e ca u se it w ill ta ke a

litt le lo n g e r to h e a l th e ir w o u n d s? W ho

w ou ld th row aw a y a go ld n u g g e t ju s t

b e ca u se it w a sn 't a lre a d y in p e rfe c tly

sm oo th a n d sh in y b a r fo rm ? O f co u rse

a s w e a ll k n ow , it d o e sn 't s to p w ith

a cq u ir in g a g o ld n u g g e t. It s om e tim e s

ta ke s th e in te rve n tio n o f sp e c ia lis ts to

tra n s fo rm and un co ve r th e in c re d ib le

va lu e h id d e n w ith in .

T h is is th e p a rt w h e re , if n o t fo r yo u ,

th e re w ou ld b e n o tra n s fo rm a tio n .

Y e s , yo u - w ho opened yo u r h e a rt a n d

sa ve d liv e s . T a ke a m om en t n ow to lo o k

a t yo u r ow n fu rry fr ie n d (s ) a n d se n d

th o u g h ts o f th a n ks to th o se w ho lik e

yo u , saw th e lo ve w ith in yo u r com pan io n (s )

a n d to o k th e tim e to ta ke ca lls fo r h e lp ,

g o th ro u g h a p p lic a tio n s , p e rfo rm hom e

v is its , p ro v id e tra n sp o rta tio n , a n d

m ed ica l a tte n tio n . T h e n th e re a re th e

fo s te r fam ilie s w ho se c re tly fe lt a p u ll

a t th e ir h e a rt s tr in g s a s yo u r d ro ve o ff

w ith th e ir tem po ra ry ch a rg e , b u t kn ow in g

th a t th e ow ne rs a n d com pan io n s w e re

a n o th e r fam ily su cce ss s to ry . Y o u se e ,

fo r e ve ry g o ld e n so u l y o u sa ve , yo u

h a ve a lso sa ve d th e so u l o f a fe llow

hum an w ho se life w ill b e fo re ve r

e n h a n ce d b y yo u r a c t o f lo ve

a n d k in d n e ss .

N ow m o re th a n a n y o th e r e co n om ic

tim e , w e ha ve th e o p p o rtu n ity to m a ke

ou r co lle c tiv e g o a l o f s a v in g liv e s tru ly

fill a n e e d a n d to u ch h e a rts w ith in o u r

com m un ity . W e need ou r m one ta ry

fu n d s b e a b le to n o t o n ly m a in ta in o u r

cu rre n t s ta tu s , b u t a ls o to s te p u p to th e

p la te a n d p ro v id e in a n y w a y p o ss ib le

fo r th e in c re a se d in flu x o f com pan io n s

w ho lo s t th e ir fam ily o n ly b e ca u se th e ir

fam ily lo s t th e ir in com e o r th e ir h om e .

W e need to b e a b le to a ssu re th o se

w ho had to se p a ra te th e ir fam ily th a t

w e a re h e re a n d d e d ica te d to a ssu r in g

th e re w ill b e co n tin u e d sa fe ty a n d lo ve

p ro v id e d to th e o n e s th e y co u ld n o

lo n g e r p ro v id e fo r.

P le a se

co n tin u e yo u r

d o n a tio n s in

a n y w a y

p o ss ib le fo r

yo u . E ve ry

p e n n y is

p re c io u s A lic ia w a s a p u p p y w h o w a s

d
b ro u g h t to a v e t 's o H ic e f o r

an goe s e u th a n a s ia b e c a u s e h e r le g

com p le te ly w a s b ro k e n . L u c k i ly , th e v e t

in to h e lp in g t e c h ta lk e d th e f a m i ly in to

c a l l in g G R R M F in s te a d o f

ou r re s cu e d e n d in g th i s sw e e t g o ld e n

com pan io n s . p u p p y 's l i f e . A l ic ia r e q u i r e d

s p e c ia l o r th o p e d ic s u r g e r y o n

W e s in ce re ly h e r le g b u t i s d o in g w o n d e r -

app re c ia te f u l ly . . • a n d b y th e t im e y o u

ea ch a n d r e a d th i s , s h e w i l l b e in h e r

f o r e v e r h o m e a s h e r a d o p t io n

e ve ry d o n a - i s p e n d in g . S h e is a b u n d le

t io n o f tim e o f g o ld e n e n e r g y !

and m one y . Y o u h a ve m ade G R RM F

a fo rm id a b le e n tity in th e life o f o u r

com m un ity . K u d o s to a ll o f y o u a n d

m ay w e a ll rem a in s tro n g in o u r

com m itm en t a n d co n tin u e d su cce ss

in o u r co lle c tiv e e ffo rts .

SAVE
~~~~~~~~ :I TH IS D A TE !

P u t th is d a te o n

yo u r ca le n d a r!!!

T h e 2 0 1 0 A nnua l

R e scu e R eun io n w ill b e h e ld S a tu rd a y ,

F e b ru a ry 2 7 , 2 0 1 0 a t L a ke P a rke r P a rk in

L a ke la n d F lo r id a . W e a re cu rre n tly lo o k in g

fo r a vo lu n te e r to se rve a s E ve n tC oo rd in a to r

fo r th e R eun io n . W e a lso n e e d vo lu n te e rs to

h e lp w ith a ll th e a c tiv it ie s . P le a se em a il u s

a t info@grrmf.org if y o u a re in te re s te d in

h e lp in g w ith th is fu n e ve n t th a t h e lp s ra is e

m one y fo r n e e d y g o ld e n s ! W e a lso n e e d

g re a t ra ff le item s fo r o u r re u n io n . F o r o th e r

u p com in g e ve n ts , p le a se ch e ck grrmf.org.

GO LD EN R E TR IE V ER R ESC U E O F M ID -F LO R ID A www.GRRMF.org



Recen tly m any friends in rescue have los t be loved

dogs , o r the ir hum an fam ily m em be rs . It is so ha rd

to dea l w ith the loss o f ou r fu rry fr iends , and even

ha rde r w hen w e lose ou r fe llow go lden love rs .

A s m any o f you know , ou r T reasu re r and long tim e

vo lun tee r N ancy Spea rs passed aw ay in N ovem be r.

W ith tw e lve yea rs o f ded ica ted se rv ice , N ancy had

m any GRRM F reco rds tha t had

to be trans fe rred to m e ,

so rted , filed , e tc . W ha t a

p rocess to go th rough these

reco rds !!! N ancy

w as an im peccab le reco rd

keepe r and a lw ays kep t ou r

treasu ry reco rds in pe rfec t

o rde r. B u t

I found som e de ligh tfu l th ings

tucked aw ay in th is no tebook

o r tha t: a dog b iscu it re c ipe ,

a little no tebook o f [o kes

peop le had em a iled he r,

c lipp ings o f s to rie s abou t

go ldens , cop ies o f em a ils I

sen t he r in 1999 (!!!) -PONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

L e ft to righ t: D an ie l it w as like spend ing a few

and A aron K ennon ; days w ith he r a ll o ve r aga in . The re w e re so m any

G o ldens : C andy th ings from the ea rly days o f rescue it w as like

(le ft), S oph ie (m idd le wa lk ing dow n m em ory lane . I had m y box o f

above ), A bby k leenex handy because it w as a sad and hea rt-
(m idd le be low ) and

Lacy . C andy and warm ing p rocess a ll in one . O ne o f the essays

Lacy a re fo rm er I found w as espec ia lly m ean ing fu l as w e a ll a re

fC Js te rs -th a tth e -boys ---so -busy day to -doy .-N a rrq "W as a g rac ious lady

a re doggy -s ittin g fo r w ith a lo t o f w isdom . I though t I w ou ld sha re it

th e w eekend . ith II W . h h
S

hi ° f t W I you a . e m iss e r ve ry m uc .
op Ie 15 a 05 e r

dog . A nd A bby is

th e K ennon 's dog .

G O O D K ID S !

GRRM F is thank fu l to have m any young suppo rte rs o f ou r cause . These days seem s

like you on ly hea r abou t the bad th ings k ids do . B u t the re a re p len ty o f good deeds

done by an im a l lo v ing young peop le .

Tw o o f G RRM F 's m os t a rden t suppo rte rs a re A a ron and D an ie l K ennon . A a ron

(13 yea rs o ld ) s ta rted O pe ra tion D ogw a lk w hen he w as in 5 th g rade to he lp

ne ighbo rhood res iden ts tha t w o rk a ll day and needed som eone to w a lk the ir dog

du ring the m idd le o f the day and ca re fo r the ir pe ts w h ile on vaca tion . Toge the r,

A a ron and h is b ro the r, D an ie l (10 Y ea rs o ld ) , have kep t O pe ra tion D ogw a lk in

bus iness fo r ove r th ree yea rs , dona ting m os t o f the p ro fits to the G o lden R e trie ve r

R escue o f M id F lo rida . They have a lso ra ised seve ra l hund red do lla rs fo r G RRM F

th rough fund ra ise rs and so lic ited dona tions . A a ron and D an ie l have a lso [o ined

the ir unc le in he lp ing dogs a t the H um ane Soc ie ty in C o lum bus , O h io w hen they

v is it h im the re . The boys a re a lso ve ry ac tive w ith o the r in te res ts and s till find tim e

to suppo rt G RRM F . A a ron is on a robo tics team , is a b lack be lt T ae Kw on D o and

p lays ce llo in the G len ridge C ham be r O rches tra . D an ie l likes to w rite fic tion ,

ta kes trom bone lessons and is w o rk ing on h is b lack be lt in Tae Kw an D o .

A no the r g rea t g roup o f k id s is Ju lie C a im an 's p reschoo l

c la ss w ho dona ted m oney to hono r P a rke r. E ach p reschoo l

c la ss a t Ju lie C a im an 's schoo l w as nam ed to iden tify it, and

Ju lie dec ided to ca ll he rs the R e trie ve rs . A long -tim e love r

o f go ldens , she inco rpo ra ted the top ic o f ca re fo r an im a ls

in need , am ong he r re lig ious lessons abou t g iv ing to the less

fo rtuna te . O n F ridays , the ch ild ren w ou ld b ring in m oney

to dona te to a cause .

In the m ean tim e , Ju lie had adop ted Pa rke r from GRRM F .........,;~ --
One day she su rp rised the ch ild ren w ith a v is it from the

de ligh ted dog . A s the c lass fe ll in lo ve w ith P a rke r, she hea rd exc ited comm en ts ,

such as , "H e 's so flu ffy !" and "H e 's h itting m e in the head w ith h is ta ill" W ith in

ten m inu tes , even the ch ild w ho had neve r expe rience a b ig dog w as en th ra lled .

W hen he le ft, a little o f P a rke r rem a ined - a g low o f happ iness am ong the k ids ,

and , you guessed it, a lo t o f dog ha ir.

In tim e , the R e trie ve rs c lass had co lle c ted a good ly sum o f m oney . In the Jew ish

fa ith , m u ltip le s o f 18 a re cons ide red lucky , acco rd ing to Ju lie . S o w hen the

dona tions h it $36 , she dec ided it w as tim e to p ick a w o rthy cause . The R e trie ve rs

dec ided to send the ir funds to GRRM F . Lucky fo r G RRM F ! Thank you , R e trie ve rs .

Y ou 're good as go ld .

P R E S ID E N T 'S

M E S S A G E

by Ba rba ra D u rham

Th ink free ly . P rac tice pa tience . Sm ile o ften .

Savo r spec ia l m om en ts . L ive G od 's m essage . M ake

new friends . R ed iscove r o ld ones . Te ll those you love

tha t you do . Fee l deep ly . F o rge t troub le . Fo rg ive an

enem y.

H ope . G row . B e C razy . C oun t you r b less ings .

O bse rve m irac les . M ake them happen . D isca rd

w o rry . G ive . G ive in . T rus t enough to take . P ick

som e flow e rs . S ha re them . K eep a p rom ise . Look

fo r ra inbow s . G aze a t s ta rs . S ee beau ty eve ry -

w he re .

W o rk ha rd . B e w ise . T ry to unde rs tand . Take tim e

fo r peop le . M ake tim e fo r you rse lf. Laugh hea rtily .

S p read [o y , Take a chance . R each ou t. Le t

som eone in . T ry som e th ing new . S low dow n .

B e so ft som e tim es .

B e lie ve in you rse lf. T rus t o the rs . S ee a sun rise .

L is ten to ra in . R em in isce . C ry w hen you need to .

T rus t life . H ave fa ith . E n joy w onde r. C om fo rt a

friend . M ake som e m is takes . Lea rn from them .

CELEBRATE L IFE !

A u tho r: A nonym ous



G R R M F is th a n k fu l fo r

a l l th e ir v o lu n te e r s u p p o r t .

W e h o p e w e 'v e l is te d

e v e ry o n e . W e w il l b e

re c o g n iz in g o u r v o lu n te e rs

in n e w s le t te r s tw ic e a y e a r .

I f w e in a d v e r te n t ly le f t

y o u r n a m e o f f o f th is l is t ,

p le a s e le t u s k n o w a tPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
in fo @ g r rm f .o r g . T h a n k y o u !BA

Transport Vo lun teers

S u e A n g le , C o o r d in a to r

K r is te n P h e lp s

l in d a L u llm a n

T o m & G re g g E d d ie

B a rb a ra M a rk o w s k i

M a g g ie D u n c a n

L o r i H u rd

M ic h e l le C a in

K im b e r ly D o n a ld s o n

W e n d y & K e ith E rs k in e

M ic h e l le H a r to g

J o rd a n S e ig e l

M a rv in A rk o v ic h

D a v e R o b in s o n

M a g g ie S ta m b a u g h

C o n n ie A d a m s

R a y & S u e A n g le

M a rv in A rk o v ic h

J o d ie B a s s

H a n k & J a n ic e B o g le

A n n a B ra n d t

H e t t ie B u c k

D in a h C a n d le r

T o m & M a ry E lle n C o n v e ry

R ic h C o o p e r

T e re s a F a rn s w o r th

S u s a n F itz g e ra ld

C a ro l F o rs b e rg

J o h n F o s s

W a lte r & S u s a n F r itz

G re g a n d J a n a G a r r is o n

D e n n is G ra c e

L y n n H a lle ra n

E d & P a t H o w ie

L in d a L a n e -L a n t r y

M ic h e l le L e m o le

C o ra le e L e o n

P a u l & M a r le n e N e s b it t

K e l ly P a v o n e

M a rg y S a n t in o

B il l S c h u ltz

B e th S c o t t

B i l l & P a t S h e p a rd

B o y c e " S m it ty " S m ith

O lin d a S y k e s

J a n e t T h o m p s o n

Even ts

W e s t C o a s t C o o r d in a to r

D e b b ie M c G h e h e y

E a s t C o a s t C o o r d in a to r

J a n e t T h o m p s o n

D a v e D il lm a n

L o r i C o o p e r

B e c k y S to n e

S te v e M a ld o n e y

B a rb a ra M a rk o w s k i

M a g g ie D u n c a n

T a ra S p a k e

G re g g E d d ie

T h e re s a B ra d le y

T ra c y B re e n

C h r is B ro w n

P a t & B il l S h e p a rd

D o n n a G ra v e s

P a t & J im H e r r in g to n

l in d a & H a ro ld R h e a

L y n n e B ru b a k e r

D o n n a J o h n s to n

M a g g ie S ta m b a u g h

M e lis s a K n o w le s

E lle n B a r r

K a th le e n H a n le y

C h e ry l P a c h e c o

S h a ro n S to c k m a n

E m ily R o w e

C h e ry l M a z e

A n a A lv a re z

L e s l ie G o d w in

M a ry A n n & R ic h N e w to n

L a u ra & M ik a y la M il le r

C a th y & J e f f D r ie r

B e r t H a k e r

C in d y O w e n s

R o b e r ta M il la rd

B a rb & C h a r l ie W h ite

C h r is a n d T o m m y

K a th y R o z z o

P a t M a t th e w s

D e b W ils o n

K e r r i V o rh ie s

K a t ie D a v is

J e n n ife r L o n g m a n

M a rc ia M c G o v e rn

Adop tions Team

K e r r i V o r h ie s ,

A p p l ic a t io n s /

P h o n e T e a m C o o r d in a to r

S a n d y S u m n e r , A d o p t io n

C o o r d in a to r

R e n e e D u k e , A d o p t io n

C o o r d in a to r

S u e K e is e r A n d e rs o n

A n a A lv a re z

D a v e D il lm a n

A n g ie W e ld o n

A b b y L e e

M a ry A n n N e w to n

R ic h a rd N e w to n

K e v in C o n te s s a

A g n e s a n d D a v id B a la s

M ic h e l le A c k e rm a n

(F re e m a n )

D o ro th y L a la

C a th y S c h u ltz

K a ra H e is e lm e y e r

M a il & T r e a s u r y V o lu n te e r ;

C a r o l A v e y

M ic r o c h ip R e g is t r a t io n /

T r a c k in g : B i l l L a w r e n c e

H o t l in e V o lu n te e r ;

K a th y B r y n e ,

K e lly a n n G o r in g

A d m in is t r a t io n :

J e n n i fe r L o n g m a n ,

K e l ly A n n G o r in g ,

D e b W ils o n ,

P a t M a t th e w s

N e w s le t te r P r o d u c t io n :

J u d y L a d n e y

N e w s le t te r E d i to r :

D e b W ils o n

V o lu n te e r C o o r d in a to r :

M e l i s s a K n o w le s

W e b s i te : R e n e e D u k e ,

D a n H a r d y

C a le n d a r & E b la s t s :

A n d r e a D a v is

I n fo e m a i l : S u z a n n e R id e r

M a i l in g o f fo s te r s u p p l ie s :

K r is t ie M o l in a

Hom e V is it Vo lun teers

P a m H a r r e l l & P e g g y L i t t

C o o r d in a to r s

S a n d y S u m n e r

K e r r i V o rh ie s

M a rc ia M c G o v e rn

R e n e e D u k e

E m ily R o w e

K a th le e n L a r r is o n

J o rd a n G e rm a n

G re g g E d d ie

T e r r y M a r t in

D o n n a D o s s in g

J u d y L a d n e y

L i la G ilb e r t

L y n n e H a lla ra n

C a ro l C a r r ie r

P a t C h e s le y

G a y le R is le y

L in d a C o h e n

S u e A n d e rs o n

A n it r a R u th

J e f f D r ie r

D a n H a rd y

M a ry C h a u n d y

P a m H a r re l l

P e g g y l i t t

B e th S c o t t

B a rb a ra W h ite

M a g g ie S ta m b a u g h

K a th y R u s s e l l

J o h n P h o e le r

J o a n n e H e ll

L y n H o ll id a y

R e b e c c a G u s h w a

B a rb a ra H e w it t

I r e n e & J e r r y C li f fo rd

T a ra S p a k e

C a th y S h u ltz

J u d i S y f re t t

A b b y L e e

L e s l ie G o d w in

In take Team

B e r t H a k e r , C o o r d in a to r

J e f f l ip k e s

K e r r i V o rh ie s

K im b e r ly E lm a n

E m ily R o w e

L y n n e H a lle ra n

S h a ro n S to c k m a n

D ia n n e M c le a n

Foster Hom e Team

M a rc ia M c G o v e rn ,

C o o rd in a to r

C h a r B a u e r

J a n ic e & R a lp h B o g le

M ic h e l le & J o n a th a n C a in

M a ry A n n C a ld w e ll

M a rg a re t C a p o d ic e

C h a r l ie & J a n C a u th e n

L o r i a n d K e n C u b b e d g e

K a t ie D a v is

G re g g & T o m E d d ie

T e re s a F a rn s w o r th

A n n & J o h n F itz p a t r ic k

B a rb a ra F re d r ic k s o n

B e r t & C h a r l ie H a k e r

D a n & V a n e s s a H a rd y

R e b e c c a & J a m e s H ite

D a w n H u rs t & D a n K ro n ic k

J e n n ife r & R e g g ie K e k u e w a

D a r le n e & R o n a ld K ra u s e

S u z a n n e L y n c h

T o m m y a n d C h r is M a n le y

M ic h e l le & K ir k M a r t in

B o b M a u fro y

M a rc ia M c G o v e rn

V ic to r ia M c le n d o n

M a rk & K r is t in e M o lin a

C in d y & R ic k O w e n s

C h e ry l P a c h e c o

M a rk a n d M e lin d a

P a c h tn e r

B a rb ie P a e tz o ld

S te v e n a n d M a r th a P in n o w

K a th y R o z z o

M e la n ie R u g g ia n o -G a llo

J e a n n e S h e p p a rd

T a ra S p a k e

S h a ro n S to c k m a n

P a m S tr ic k la n d

S a n d y S u m n e r

M a ry S z y d lo w s k i

A m ie H . T is h k o f f

K e r r i V o rh ie s

L a r r y & A n g ie W e ld o n

L e s l ie & J im W is n o w s k i

L e a h W r ig h t

W A N T T O

VOLUNTEER?

A re y o u in te re s te d in

v o lu n te e r in g fo r G R R M F ?

P le a s e v is it o u r w e b s ite

a n d f i l l o u t a v o lu n te e r

a p p l ic a t io n , o r e m a il

in fo @ g r rm f .o r g fo r a c o p y .

A l l G R R M F v o lu n te e rs

m u s t h a v e a s ig n e d

v o lu n te e r a p p l ic a t io n o n

f i le . I f y o u h a v e s ta r te d

v o lu n te e r in g a n d h a v e n 't

s e n t o n e in , p le a s e d o s o !

W e n e e d h e lp in s e v e ra l

a re a s in c lu d in g :

I T a le n te d , e x p e r ie n c e d

d e s ig n e r to a s s is t o u r

W e b s ite D ire c to r in

c re a t in g p a g e s fo r o u r

w e b s ite .

I S p e c ia l v o lu n te e rs to

jo in o u r In ta k e T e a m - th is

is th e te a m re s p o n s ib le fo r

w o rk in g w ith d o g s b e in g

s u r re n d e re d in to o u r

p ro g ra m . In v o lv e s

p h o n e /e m a il c o n ta c t w ith

th e p u b lic w h o a re g iv in g

u p th e ir d o g s , m a k in g

a r ra n g e m e n ts fo r th e t im e

a n d p la c e o f s u r re n d e r ,

a n d p o s s ib ly s o m e

g ro u n d w o rk in c lu d in g

t ra n s p o r t in g to g e t d o g s

to G R R M F v e te r in a r ia n s .

• G R R M F v o lu n te e rs th a t

a re ta le n te d w r ite r s a re

n e e d e d fo r c re a t iv e

s to r ie s fo r o u r n e w s le t te r -

w e a re lo o k in g fo r

s u g g e s t io n s - a n d s to r ie s

y o u m ig h t w r ite y o u rs e lf

- p le a s e e m a il

g r rm fn e w s le t te r@ g m a i l .c o m !

I W e a lw a y s n e e d

t ra n s p o r t v o lu n te e rs !

I V o lu n te e rs to ru n th e

re s c u e re u n io n - w e n e e d

p e o p le fo r g a m e s , g o ld e n

g o o d s , ra f f le , fo o d

s e rv ic e - e v e ry th in g !

WHERE IS

THE RA INBOW

BR IDGE COWMN?

W e h a v e m o v e d

R a in b o w B r id g e t r ib u te s

to o u r w e b s ite . I f y o u

h a v e a G R R M F d o g th a t

h a s p a s s e d a n d y o u

w o u ld l ik e to s e n d a

t r ib u te , p le a s e e m a il

in fo @ g r rm f .o r g .



ChaseZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAw a s a ls o o n e o f th e

D u n n e llo n s e v e n th a t c a m e to u s

w h e n a b re e d e r d ie d a n d h is

::ll.I1AII-.z. ••. ..2.I1ll s is te r tr ie d to fin d h o m e s fo r h is

d o g s . G R R M F s te p p e d in a n d

p ro m is e d to fin d g re a t h o m e s

fo r th e m . K r is te n a n d E d w a rd H .

w e re lo o k in g fo r a p a l fo r th e ir

8 y e a r o ld G e rm a n S h e p h e rd

g ir l. T h e y h a d th e tim e a n d

e n e rg y fo r a y o u n g e r d o g a n d

th o u g h t C h a s e w o u ld k e e p

B ra n d y y o u n g . K r is te n w r ite s ,

"C h a s e (h is n e w n a m e is

G u in n e s s ) is d o in g v e ry w e ll! H e

is g e tt in g m o re c o m fo rta b le in h is

n e w h o m e . H e a n d o u r G e rm a n

S h e p h e rd g e t a lo n g w e ll. H e

d o e s n 't p la y w ith h e r y e t, b u t s h e

k e e p s try in g to g e t h im to p la y !

W h e n w e g o fo r w a lk s , h e lo v e s

to s o c ia liz e w ith o u r n e ig h b o rs ,

th e ir k id s a n d th e ir d o g s !"

Linus w a s 6 y e a rs o ld w h e n

h e c a m e to G R R M F b e c a u s e h is

o w n e rs s p lit u p a n d c o u ld n 't c a re

fo r h im . B a rb ie P . lo v in g ly c a re d

fo r h im w h ile w e lo o k e d fo r ju s t

th e r ig h t h o m e . T h a t h o m e w a s

w ith D a v id L . a n d h is m o th e r

w h o w a n te d a g o ld e n re tr ie v e r

a fte r lo s in g th e ir d o g . L u c k y L in u s

s e tt le d r ig h t in a n d b e c a m e th e

w o n d e rfu l c o m p a n io n th e y w e re

s e a rc h in g fo r .

Carson

c a m e to

G R R M F

w h e n h is

o w n e rs

d iv o rc e d

a n d

n e ith e r

c o u ld c a re fo r h im . L u c ia a n d

A n g e lo E . w e re lo o k in g fo r a

c o m p a n io n fo r th e ir 5 y e a r

o ld fe m a le g o ld e n , C o o p e r.

O r ig in a lly th e y th o u g h t a fe m a le

w o u ld b e th e p e rfe c t p a rtn e r ,

b u t w h e n 7 y e a r o ld C a rs o n

c a m e a lo n g , w e th o u g h t h e

w o u ld be,o g re a t choice.They

m e t h im a n d e v id e n tly C a rs o n

a n d C o o p e r a g re e d . T h e y g e t

a lo n g g re a t a n d e n jo y s h a r in g

th e ir d a y s p la y in g o r ju s t

lo u n g in g a ro u n d th e h o u s e .

S e v e n y e a r o ld Halee's fa m ily

h a d fin a n c ia l p ro b le m s a n d

c o u ld n 't ta k e h e r to th e a p a rt-

m e n t c o m p le x th e y w e re m o v in g

to . S o , G R R M F to o k h e r in a n d

s h e w a s fo s te re d b y R o b a n d

A m y K . W h e n K a re n a n d

C h a r le s H . d e c id e d to a d o p t a n

o ld e r g a l, w e th o u g h t H a le e

w o u ld b e th e p e rfe c t f it . A n d

w e w e re r ig h t. K a re n w rite s th a t

H a le e h a s s e tt le d in w e ll a n d

th e y lo v e h e r a lo t. W e lo v e

th o s e h a p p y e n d in g s !

Blake w a s o n e o f th e s e v e n

y o u n g g o ld e n s w e to o k in

w h e n th e ir o w n e r/b re e d e r

d ie d . A fte r b e in g w o rm e d a n d

n e u te re d , w e s e t o u t to fin d a

fa m ily th a t c o u ld p ro v id e B la k e

w ith th e lo v e a n d g u id a n c e a

y o u n g d o g n e e d s . T h e J . fa m ily

w a n te d to a d d a d o g to th e ir

p a c k a n d B la k e fille d th e b ill.

H e is lo v e d b y o n e a n d a ll

a n d w e 're s u re h e e n jo y s h is

n e w h o m e .

T h re e -y e a r-o ld Savannah w a s

h e a rtw o rm p o s it iv e a n d in a

s h e lte r th a t w a s s h o rt o n s p a c e .

W h e n w e h e a rd o f h e r p lig h t,

w e o ffe re d to ta k e h e r in . S h e

w a s fo s te re d b y J e n n ife r K . w h o

n u rs e d h e r th ro u g h h e a rtw o rm

tre a tm e n ts . R o s e m a ry a n d B ill W .

w e re lo o k in g fo r a fo u r- le g g e d

fr ie n d a n d S a v a n n a h s o u n d e d

lik e s h e 'd fit r ig h t in . T h e y re p o rt

th a t S a v a n n a h is a lit t le s h y b u t

s e tt le s in m o re e v e ry d a y . W e 're

g la d th e y 're p ro v id in g th e

p a tie n t a n d lo v in g h o m e

S a v a n n a h d e s e rv e s .

M r. Goldie Blue w a s a s w e e t

b o y w h o w a s a d o p te d o u t a n d

th e n re tu rn e d to u s . N a n c y a n d

B e rt F . fe ll in lo v e w ith th is ta ll

d r in k o f w a te r a n d a d d e d h im

to th e ir h o u s e h o ld .

Connor

w a s o n e

o f th e

D u n n e llo n

s e v e n -

s ib lin g s

th a t c a m e

to u s w h e n

th e ir o w n e r/b re e d e r d ie d .

W e tre a te d a ll o f th e D u n n e llo n

s e v e n fo r h o o k w o rm s a n d h a d

th e m n e u te re d a n d s p a y e d

b e fo re s e a rc h in g fo r th e ir fo re v e r

h o m e s . J e ff a n d C a ff ie C . w a n te d

to a d d a y o u n g g o ld e n to th e ir

fa m ily a n d w h e n th e y m e t

C o n n o r th e y k n e w h e w a s th e

o n e fo r th e m . T h e y 're e n jo y in g

th e a n tic s , fu n a n d lo v e a y o u n g

d o g c a n b r in g a n d w e 're s u re

C o n n o r is e n jo y in g a ll th e lo v e

th e y s h o w e r o n h im .

Copper M iles, a n 8 y e a r

o ld , w a s a n o th e r re tu rn d u e to

fa m ily h e a lth is s u e s . N o m a tte r .

H is fo s te r m o m R o b e rta M . fe ll

in lo v e w ith h im a n d h a d to

k e e p h im . H e h a s fo u n d h is

fo re v e r h o m e .

T u rn e d in b y h e r o w n e r, Lyric

h a s a re la tiv e ly ra re d is e a s e -

d ia b e te s . It d id n o t p h a s e A rd y th

H . a t a ll. S h e w a s s o e x c ite d

to a d o p t h e r. S h e p ro m is e d h e r

s w e e t L y r ic a life t im e o f lo v e

a n d a ffe c tio n .

T im id lit t le Sawyer w a s tu rn e d

in b y h is o w n e r w h o w a s lo s in g

h is h o u s e . T h e fru s tra tio n m a y

h a v e b e e n ta k e n o u t o n S a w y e r

b e c a u s e h e w a s a fra id o f b e in g

c lo s e d in a s m a ll s p a c e . H is

fo s te r m o m J a ra S . w o rk e d w itb

h im to b u ild h is c o n fid e n c e . S h e

a ls o re a liz e d th a t S a w y e r w a s

b e c o m in g a m e m b e r o f th e

fa m ily a n d d e c id e d to a d o p t h im .

H e is o n e h a p p y b o y !

Titan, a b ig 8 y e a r o ld , c a m e

in w ith 1 0 y e a r o ld In d ie . B o th

w e re b re e d e r d o g s a n d th e

o w n e r w a s m o v in g a n d n o t

ta k in g th e m w ith h im . L y n n e H .

fo s te re d h im a n d fe ll in lo v e w ith

th e b ig m a n a n d a s k e d to a d o p t.

H o w c o u ld w e n o t? T ita n n o w

h a s h is fo re v e r h o m e , a n d , In d ie

w a s a d o p te d in M a y .

A t 8 y e a rs o ld , Striver w a s

lo s in g h is h o m e . H is o w n e r h a d

lo s t h is jo b a n d c o u ld n o t c a re

fo r h im a n y m o re . H e w a s

fo s te re d b y L e a h W . a n d a d o p te d

b y J o a n n e a n d R o b e rt D . a n d

d o e s n o t n e e d to w o rry a b o u t

b e in g le ft b e h in d e v e r a g a in .

A t o n ly 6 y e a rs o ld , Sebastian

h a d a lre a d y e n d u re d m o re th a n

m a n y d o g s h a v e . H e w a s s e v e re ly

o v e rw e ig h t (1 0 1 p o u n d s !) , lo s in g

m u c h o f h is h a ir a n d a n o ld le g

in ju ry h a d o n ly m a d e g e tt in g

a ro u n d th a t m u c h h a rd e r. W e

s te p p e d in a n d d id tw o re la tiv e ly

e a s y th in g s to h e lp h im . F irs t,

fo s te r p a re n ts S u s a n a n d P e te r F .

g o t h im o n a n a p p ro p r ia te

a m o u n t o f g o o d fo o d a n d a d d e d

g re e n b e a n s to h e lp th e w e ig h t

c o m e o ff. T h e y a ls o p u t h im o n a

re la tiv e ly in e x p e n s iv e d a ily d o s e

o f G lu c o s a m in e a n d M S M .

S e b a s tia n s ta r te d to fe e l b e tte r

a n d lo o k b e tte r . T h e lo s s o f

e x c e s s w e ig h t h e lp e d h is jo in ts .

A d o p te d b y B la k e a n d V a le r ie

G ., S e b a s tia n n o w g o e s to w o rk

e v e ry d a y w ith d a d a n d is th e

o ff ic ia l m a s c o t o f th e b u s in e s s .

Josh is a h a n d s o m e b o y is o n ly

tw o y e a rs o ld a n d fo u n d a s a

s tra y . T h e g o o d S a m a rita n c a lle d

u s a n d a s k e d u s to ta k e h im . H e

w a s K a tie D .'s fo s te r . S h e fe ll in

lo v e w ith h im a n d k n e w th a t h e

w o u ld m a k e a g re a t a d d it io n to

h e r fa m ily s in c e h e lo v e s o th e r

d o g s . K a tie c o n tin u e s to fo s te r

s in c e s h e k n o w s h e r J o s h w ill

b e fin e w ith a n y o n e .

Kirby's s to ry is ty p ic a l. T h e

fa m ily w a s lo s in g th e ir h o m e to

fo re c lo s u re a n d th e re w a s n o

p la c e fo r K irb y in th e n e w p la c e .

H e is a fin e b o y s o w h e n J o a n d

M ik e B . w e re lo o k in g fo r a n e w

m e m b e r ( th e ir p re v io u s a d o p te d

g o ld e n G o ld ie h a d p a s s e d

re c e n tly ) , K irb y w a s a p e rfe c t f it .

H e is o n ly f iv e y e a rs o ld s o th e y

h a v e lo ts o f y e a rs to lo v e o n h im .

Rosie

w a s

fo u n d

tie d to

a p o s t

1 o u ts id e

o f a n

a n im a l

s h e lte r . S h e w a s fo s te re d b y

C h a r B . a n d th e n C h a r lo tte W .

a n d fa m ily c a m e a lo n g lo o k in g

fo r a c o m p a n io n fo r th e ir g o ld e n ,

H o m e y . T h e g o ld e n g ir ls a re n o w

fa s t fr ie n d s . C h a r lo tte w r ite s :

"W a n te d to te ll y o u th a t R o s ie is

th e P E R F E C T d o g fo r o u r fa m ily .

S h e h a s fit in to o u r ro u tin e lik e

a c h a m p . S u c h a p o lite o n e .

H o m e y h a s p e rk e d u p a ls o s o

it h a s b e e n G R E A T a ll ro u n d ."

S o u n d s lik e R o s ie h a s fo u n d

th e p e rfe c t fa m ily to lo v e !
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o f t im e a n d m o n e y to c a re fo r h im . B u s te r is h e a lth y a n d h a p p y

a n d h a s a n e w h o m e w ith L in d a S .

A t fo u r y e a rs o ld a n d u n s p a y e d , C la r e is w h a t w e in re s c u e c a ll

a p r io r ity d o g . W h ile s h e is n o t ill, s h e d o e s h a v e th e p o te n tia l

to m a k e a n y re s c u e 's jo b m u c h m o re d iff ic u lt . S h e c o u ld b re e d

d o z e n s o f lit te rs o f p u p p ie s in h e r life t im e a n d n o n e o f th e m h a v e

to b e p u re g o ld e n s . M ix p u p p ie s h a v e it h a rd e r th a n p u re b re d

d o g s a n d h e r s ta y in g u n s p a y e d is a tic k in g c lo c k fo r re s c u e s .

F irs t o rd e r o f b u s in e s s w a s to g e t h e r s p a y e d a n d th e s e c o n d

o rd e r o f b u s in e s s w a s to fin d h e r a fa m ily . T h a t w a s th e e a s y

p a rt. J e n n ife r M . s c o o p e d h e r u p a n d to o k h e r h o m e .

A h a p p y e n d in g fo r a ll!

A t o n ly tw o y e a rs o ld , T ik i h a d a lre a d y h a d m u lt ip le lit te rs .

S h e a ls o w a s fo u n d a t a n a n im a l s h e lte r . A g o o d S a m a r ita n

c a lle d u s a n d g o t h e r to u s . N o w s h e w ill h a v e n o m o re lit te rs

a n d h a s a s a fe fo re v e r h o m e w ith R o g e r S .

B o d ie w a s re s c u e d b y s o m e o n e fro m a b re e d in g o p e ra tio n b u t

e n d e d u p b e in g to o b ig fo r th e ir h o m e s o th e p e rs o n c a lle d u s . T h is

b ig b o y w a s n o t to o b ig fo r h is fo s te rs T o m a n d K e lly a n n G . w h o

e n d e d u p a d o p tin g h im .

B r o d ie w a s o n ly 8 m o n th s o ld a n d b e in g p u s h e d o u t d u e to

fo re c lo s u re o n th e fa m ily h o m e . T h is y o u n g m a n w a s fo s te re d

b y C h r is a n d T o m m y M . a n d a d o p te d b y M ik e H .

P a r k e r , a n o th e r y o u n g m a n a t o n ly 1 0 m o n th s o ld , w a s b e in g

d is p la c e d d u e to a d iv o rc e . J u lie C . a n d fa m ily th o u g h t h e w a s

n o t o n ly h a n d s o m e , b u t a w o n d e rfu l b o y a n d a d o p te d h im a s

s o o n a s h e w a s re a d y .

J i l ly w a s o n e o f th e D u n n e llo n S e v e n - s e v e n d o g s ta k e n in

fro m a b re e d in g o p e ra tio n . S h e w a s o n ly a y e a r o ld a n d n o t

s p a y e d . W e fix e d th a t q u ic k ly a n d ju s t a s q u ic k ly s h e w e n t to

h e r n e w h o m e w ith T e d a n d D ia n e H .

K a te is a s w e e t o n e y e a r o ld , a ls o !a r t o f th e D u n n e llo n S e v e n .

S h e w a s a d o p te d to B a rb a ra K . a n R o b e rt W .

R u d y w a s h a v in g it to u g h a t n in e y e a rs o ld . H e u s e d to b e a n

in d o o r d o g b u t th e n h e w a s b a n is h e d to th e o u ts id e a n d w ith n o

fe n c e d y a rd , h e w a s w a n d e r in g th e n e ig h b o rh o o d . It w a s n o t fa ir

a n d n o t s a fe fo r h im . H is fo s te r m o m S u s a n S . d e c id e d th a t R u d y

w a s a g re a t a d d it io n to th e fa m ily a n d a d o p te d h im . N o m o re

w a n d e r in g fo r th is b o y !

B a m b in o is a lo v in g y o u n g b o y ( le s s th a n a y e a r o ld ) w a s

a d o p te d o u t a n d th e n re tu rn e d to u s in a fe w m o n th s . It w a s n o t

h is fa u lt - b la m e th e e c o n o m y ! H is o rp h a n s ta tu s w a s s h o rt liv e d .

P r io r a d o p te rs o f S k ip p e r , th e G . fa m ily w a n te d a p la y b u d d y

fo r h im . B a m b in o fit th e b ill a n d a ls o fit r ig h t in w ith th e re s t

o f th e fa m ily .

R a v e n is a 1 5 m o n th o ld b o y - a g re a t d o g b y a ll a c c o u n ts .

T h e p e rs o n w h o tu rn e d h im in s a id th a t h e w a s w o rk in g lo n g

h o u rs a n d h a d n o tim e fo r h im . F o s te re d b y D a w n a n d D a n

a n d th e n a d o p te d b y J o h n a n d L in d a D ., h e h a s h a d a s m o o th

tra n s it io n to h is n e w h o m e .

C o p p e r M a r t in is a w o n d e rfu l b o y w h o w a s fo u n d w a n d e r in g

in a s e n io r c o m m u n ity a n d w a s s a v e d b y a g o o d S a m a r ita n w h o

d id n o t w a n t to ta k e h im to th e s h e lte r . A t 6 y e a rs o ld , s o m e tim e s

th e y c a n b e c o n s id e re d to o o ld fo r a d o p tio n a t a s h e lte r . C o rr in e

L . d id n o t th in k h e w a s to o o ld a t a ll. S h e th o u g h t h e w a s p e rfe c t

a n d to o k h im to h e r h o m e to b e lo v e d a n d c a re d fo r fo re v e r .

A T R IB U T E T O A T R U L Y

G O L D E N D O G L O V E R
B y V a l B a tte rs b y

R ic k B a tte rs b y h a d h is f irs t e x p e r ie n c e w ith a n a d o p te d

G R R M F d o g w h e n h e ro lle d h is w h e e lc h a ir in to th e k itc h e n .

H e w a s a lit t le la te , a n d D a rb y S a p p h ire h a d a lre a d y a rr iv e d .

S h e ju m p e d u p o n to h is c h a ir , a n d e n th u s ia s tic a lly c o v e re d h is

fa c e w ith k is s e s . R ic k , h a v in g b e e n u s e d to th e d ig n ity o f o u r

f irs t g o ld e n , w a s a lit t le ta k e n a b a c k . H e w a s e v e n m o re

s u rp r is e d la te r w h e n h e g o t in to b e d , a n d re c e iv e d a fu ll b o d y

p re s s fro m D a rb y .

A fe w w e e k s la te r ,

h e w itn e s s e d h e r m o m

b e in g d ra g g e d o n h e r

fa c e th ro u g h th e b u s h e s

a t o b e d ie n c e c la s s .

H e w a s n 't to o s u re

a b o u t o u r w ild c h ild .

O v e r t im e , h e g re w to

lo v e D a rb y d e e p ly . H e h a d to s p e n d a lo t o f t im e in b e d ,

d u e to h is illn e s s , a n d D a rb y a lw a y s re m a in e d p re s s e d to h is

s id e . H e c a lle d h e r h is N a n a , lik e th e n u rs e d o g in P e te r P a n .

W e d e c id e d to a d o p t a n o th e r G R R M F d o g .

O n th e w a y b a c k fro m a d o p tin g G a b r ie l d o w n s ta te , D a rb y

s q u e e z e d b e tw e e n R ic k a n d m e . S h e tr ie d to c lim b in m y la p

to m a k e s u re M o m s till lo v e d h e r, e v e n th o u g h w e h a d ta k e n

in th a t b ig b e a u tifu l b o y , w h o w a s s itt in g c a lm ly o n th e b a c k

s e a t. W e w e re o n 1 -9 5 , a n d I w a s d r iv in g .

B e c a u s e h e w a s q u a d r ip le g ic , R ic k c o u ld n 't th ro w th e b a ll

o r p la y w ith th e d o g s in th e u s u a l w a y . G a b r ie l s o lv e d th a t

p ro b le m . A s s o o n a s h is d a d ro lle d in , G a b e w o u ld ru n o ff.

H e w a s g e tt in g a to y . D a d 's p a r t w a s to ro ll a fte r h im , a n d

s a y , "G iv e m e th a t to y !" H e w o u ld p re te n d to c o rn e r G a b e ,

le a v in g h im ju s t e n o u g h ro o m to g e t p a s t. G a b e w o u ld

"e s c a p e " , a n d s o th e g a m e w o u ld g o o n .

A fe w w e e k s la te r , R ic k h e lp e d m e h o s t o u r f irs t g o ld e n s w im

p a rty . H e w e lc o m e d o u r g u e s ts , a n d w a tc h e d in a w e w ith th e

re s t o f u s , a s 2 2 G R R M F a lu m n i ju m p e d in th e p o o l, p la y e d

b a ll, a n d c h a s e d e a c h o th e r a ro u n d th e y a rd .

A fte r th a t, w e d e c id e d to fo s te r . R ic k a lw a y s s in c e re ly

w a n te d to a d o p t e v e ry d o g th a t w e fo s te re d . H e m a d e s u re

th a t h e w a s n 't h o m e w h e n a d o g le ft. B ig s o ft ie . T h e n o n e

d a y , a n a d o ra b le lit t le g u y n a m e d C h a r lie a rr iv e d . T w o h o u rs

la te r , R ic k v e ry f irm ly s a id , "C a ll u p a n d s a y h e 's g o t a

h o m e ." W e a d o p te d o u r th ird .

A s R ic k 's illn e s s p ro g re s s e d , h e w a s h o s p ita liz e d . H e w a s

re a lly b u m m e d o u t, b e c a u s e h e w a s g o in g to h a v e to re m a in

in th e h o s p ita l o v e r T h a n k s g iv in g . H e w a s ly in g in b e d ,

w h e n h e h e a rd a th u m p , th u m p , th u m p . H is f irs t th o u g h t

w a s , " I k n o w th a t s o u n d !" It w a s G a b e 's ta il. W ith th e fu ll

p e rm is s io n o f th e c h a rg e n u rs e , a g o ld e n o w n e r, G a b r ie l

s ta y e d w ith h is d a d in th e h o s p ita l fo r tw o w e e k s , d a y a n d

n ig h t. H e m a d e it fe e l a lo t m o re lik e h o m e fo r b o th o f u s .

R ic k w a s n e v e r a b le to g e t o u t o f b e d a fte r th a t. H is th re e

g o ld e n d a r lin g s d e v o te d ly k e p t h im c o m p a n y to th e la s t.

R ic k p a s s e d a w a y o n M a rc h 2 2 , 2 0 0 9 . In lie u o f f lo w e rs ,

it w a s re q u e s te d th a t d o n a tio n s b e m a d e to G R R M F , th e

o rg a n iz a tio n th a t h a d a d d e d s o m u c h jo y to h is life .



S p e c ia l th a n k s to a ll

w h o c o n tin u e to s u p p o rt u s

fin a n c ia lly . Y o u r g e n e ro u s

h e a rts k e e p o u r p ro g ra m

g o in g ! T h is lis t is fo r

d o n a tio n s e n te re d in to

o u r a c c o u n tin g s y s te m

fro m A p ril 1 s t - M a y

3 1 s t. T h a n k y o u ! It y o u

h a v e a q u e s tio n a b o u t

d o n a tin g , e m a il u s a t

info@grrmf.org.

FOR PRINCESS:

A g n e s B a la s

C h ris tin e B rin d le

M ic h a e l F a ra h

W illia m H a le

H E L e n g fe lln e r

B a rb a ra M c C a n n

J o a n W itt

IN H O N O R O F :

D e b ra J o h a n n s o n ,

fo r B ro d e y

J u lie C a im a n 's P re s c h o o l

C la s s , fo r P a rk e r

J e n n ife r M a rs h a ll, fo r

A a ro n & D a n ie l K e n n o n

IN MEMORY OF:

J o h n C u rry , fo r C a rv e r,

T e s s ie , M u llig a n

L e e D e c k a rd , to r B e a u ,

K a tie , L e x , M is s y

K o re n D e R u s s o ,

fo r C a ro l V o g t

N a n c y & B o b F e rra ra ,

fo r C o n n o r

J u lie F o x , fo r M a c y

L in d a H e rro n ,

fo r W a lte r P e lk e y

D e b ra J o h a n n s o n ,

fo r A lv in

L is a M o rg a n , fo r W in n ie

L in d a & H a ro ld R h e a ,

fo r B re e z e

N ic o le S a n ta p o la , fo r E li

o n b e h a lf o t th e M D

A n d e rs o n C a n c e r

C e n te r P e t T h e ra p y

p ro g ra m

C o n n ie S h e p a rd ,

fo r S h e b a

C a ro l S n y d e r,

fo r S u n n y M o rle y

GENERALDONATIONS

A b s o lu te R e a lty G ro u p

K ris tin A n d e rs

A g n e s B a la s

T h o m a s B la c k w e ll

C h r is tin e B rin d le

D .P . B u tle r

M ic h a e l C o lte r

J o h n C u rry

L e e D e c k a rd

M ic h a e l F a ra h

K im b e rly & M ic h a e l

G a llu z z i

B e rta G e o rg e s

J o h a n n G o in e s

V a le r ie & B la k e G u ile s

P a tr ic ia H a rt

R o n a ld H e lm

R a y & P a t H e n tz e

R o m a n a L e e H u ffm a n

M a rie H u rlb u rt

D e b ra J o h a n n s o n

M a ry K o s te n b a u d e r

V ic to r ia & J a m e s K riv a c s

K e lly & M e lis s a L a w h o n

R o g e r & C h ris tin a L e g g a tt

W illia m M a rtin

D a n ie l & D ia n e M c A lis te r

W illia m & L in n M c C a u g h try

J ill M e rc e r

M a rle n e & P a u l N e s b itt

N a n c y P a rq u e t

K e lly & J o s e p h P le s h

E d n a & C h e s te r S a n c z y k

J u d y S a n to s

S u s a n S a n to s

G le n d a S e lb y

S e ll, In c .

P ip e r S m ith

S o p h ia 's

D e b o ra h S p lits to n e

J u lia n a S p ra g u e

J o d y S tra h e r

R e b e c c a & H e rb e rt S u g d e n

D a v id T h o rn

V a n P e lt F o u n d a to n

A u v a n Y o u n g

R o b e rt Z c s o d o

IN MEMORY

OF RICK BATIERSBY:

V a le r ie B a tte rs b y

R a lp h & J a n ic e B o g le

J u d ith D is c e n z a

R e n e e D u k e

J .P . P e rry In s u ra n c e

C la u d ia & E a rl M a lly

S u e & F ra n k P ra g e r

SPONSORSHIPS

M ic h a e l G ra tz

R a m o n a L e e H u ffm a n

N a n c y P a rq u e t

D o n n a W e itz e l

W O O D Y F U N D

L y n d a A lfs o n , fo r

G R R M F D ia b e tic D o g s

THE STORY OF NELLIE:

ONE DOG WHO MAKES

A BIG DIFFERENCE EVERY DAY
b y S a n d y S u m n e r, G R R M F A d o p tio n C o o rd in a to r

I h a v e b e e n v o lu n te e r in g fo r G R R M F fo r 1 0 y e a rs n o w . T h e y h a v e flo w n b y

p re tty fa s t a n d I h a v e s e e n a lo t o f c h a n g e s o v e r th e y e a rs . O n e th in g th a t

d o e s n o t c h a n g e is th e c a p a c ity o f p e o p le to lo v e a

d o g th a t h a s h a d a p a s t a n d to g iv e th a t d o g a ric h

a n d lo v in g fu tu re . I w o rk a lo t w ith a p p lic a tio n

re v ie w a n d o n e q u e s tio n o n th e a p p is " If y o u h a v e

a n y s p e c ia l re q u ire m e n ts , p le a s e te ll u s h e re s o th a t

w e c a n m o re c a re fu lly m a tc h y o u w ith th e a p p ro p r i-

a te d o g ." M a n y p e o p le le a v e it b la n k , s o m e h a v e a

c o lo r o r g e n d e r p re fe re n c e a n d s o m e tim e s it c a n g e t

p re tty p a rtic u la r - h e ig h t, w e ig h t, h e a d s h a p e , e v e n

ta il le n g th ! O n e tim e s o m e o n e a s k e d fo r a "w e ll b re d b re e d e r d o g s o th a t I

c a n d o p e t th e ra p y ". I a s k e d th e p e rs o n w h a t th a t m e a n t a n d th e y s a id th a t

o n ly a w e ll b re d h a n d s o m e g o ld e n h a s th e te m p e ra m e n t fo r s o m e th in g lik e

th a t. H e w a s g o in g to g o to a b re e d e r b u t d id n o t w a n t to s p e n d th e tim e to

tra in a p u p p y a n d b a s ic a lly w a n te d o n e b re e d e r d o g r ig h t o u t o f th e b o x

re a d y to e n te r p e t th e ra p y . H e e v e n to ld m e th a t if th e d o g h a d its C G C , th a t

w o u ld h e lp . W e w e re n 't a b le to h e lp h im fin d th e d o g h e w a n te d fo r a

v a r ie ty o f re a s o n s . A n y o n e w h o k n o w s m e k n o w s th a t m y s a y in g is th a t w e

a re n o t a d e li. Y o u d o n 't p u t in y o u r o rd e r fo r a d o g a n d a p e rfe c t m a tc h p o p s

o u t o n th e o th e r s id e re a d y to g o . A n d th e d o g th a t w a s d e s c r ib e d a b o v e is

th e k in d o f d o g th a t m o s t p e o p le k e e p , n o t th e o n e s th a t a re s u rre n d e re d to a

re s c u e .

L a s t y e a r I h a d th e p le a s u re o f b e in g a fo s te r m o m fo r N e llie , o n e o f a p a ir o f

g o ld e n s s u rre n d e re d to u s b e c a u s e o n e o f th e o w n e rs h a d p a s s e d a w a y a n d

th e re m a in in g s p o u s e d id n o t fe e l th a t s h e c o u ld h a n d le th e s e tw o b ig d o g s . I

d id n o t k n o w w h a t to e x p e c t fro m 5 1,12 y e a r o ld N e llie . W a s s h e a w ild o n e ?

-W o u ld s h e k n o c k m e d o w n a s s h e c a m e u p to m e , h a p p y to s e e m e ? N e llie

is n o n e o f th o s e th in g s . S h e is V e lc ro a n d lo v e s to b e n e x t to y o u . S h e is

h a p p y a n d lo v in g . I th o u g h t s h e w a s a s w e e t g ir l.

N o w to fin d a h o m e fo r h e r. E lle n R . w a s lo o k in g fo r a d o g to d o p e t th e ra p y .

S h e w a n te d o n e th a t w o u ld b e a b le to g o to h o s p ita ls to s e e p a tie n ts a n d

b rin g a litt le c h e e r to th e ir liv e s . S tro k in g a p e t c a n re d u c e b lo o d p re s s u re ,

h e lp s p e e d u p h e a lin g a n d ju s t g iv e s o m e o n e in a to u g h s itu a tio n a re a s o n to

s m ile fo r a w h ile . E lle n 's q u e s tio n to m e w a s "D o e s N e llie w e a r o u tfits ? " . T h a t

w a s a n e w o n e fo r m e . T h e b ig g e s t o u tfit m y d o g s g e t is a b a n d a n a (o k a y , s o

S c o o b y w e a rs it a s a B a b u s h k a , b u t th a t is a s to ry fo r a n o th e r d a y ). I to ld h e r

th a t I re a lly d id n o t k n o w b u t N e llie 's p e rs o n a lity is s u c h th a t if y o u w a n te d h e r

to w e a r a n o u tfit, it w o u ld b e o k a y . E lle n c a m e o v e r, a d o p te d N e llie , a n d th e

re s t is h is to ry . S h e p a s s e d h e r C G C (C a n in e G o o d C itiz e n ) a n d a ls o h e r

T h e ra p y D o g (T O I) te s t. S h e is n o w a c e rtif ie d th e ra p y d o g . S h e h a s g o n e to

h o s p ita ls to c h e e r u p c h ild re n a n d a d u lts a lik e . S h e a ls o g o e s to th e C a n c e r

C e n te r. A n d y o u c a n s e e fro m th e p ic tu re th a t s h e is r ig h t a t h o m e in a n y o u tfit

th a t E lle n h a s fo r h e r.

Is s h e fro m a re p u ta b le b re e d e r? P ro b a b ly n o t. Is s h e a w o n d e rfu l th e ra p y

d o g ? Y o u b e t. Y o u d o n 't h a v e to h a v e fa m o u s g e n e s to b e a g o o d lis te n e r o r

s it th e re w h ile s o m e o n e te lls y o u th in g s th a t th e y c a n 't te ll a n o th e r h u m a n

b e in g . Y o u d o n 't h a v e to h a v e fa m o u s g e n e s to w a g y o u r ta il w h e n a litt le b o y

w ith n o h a ir c o m e s u p to y o u in a w h e e lc h a ir a n d w a n ts to p e t y o u . Y o u d o n 't

h a v e to h a v e fa m o u s g e n e s to s it w ith a m o m w h o s e c h ild is u n d e rg o in g

c h e m o o r a m a n w h o is c o n fin e d to a w h e e lc h a ir . Y o u ju s t n e e d to b e a b le to

lo v e . A n d th a t is w h a t g o ld e n s a re a b o u t - u n c o n d itio n a l, n e v e r e n d in g lo v e .

E lle n g a v e N e llie a n e w a n d w o n d e rfu l life a n d N e llie p a s s e s h e r lo v e o n to

o th e rs w h o n e e d a fr ie n d . Y o u d o n 't n e e d s p e c ia l g e n e s - y o u ju s t n e e d a b ig

h e a rt.



IT MAKE·S A DIFFERENCE TO THIS ONE

by Sandy Sumner, GRRMF Adoption CoordinatorZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

J u s t a b o u t e v e ry d o g lo v e r k n o w s th e s to r y

o f th e R a in b o w B r id g e . . . d o g s w h o h a v e

p a s s e d a w a y w a it a t th e b r id g e fo r th e ir

o w n e r to jo in th e m . A n o th e r fa v o r i te o f m in e

is th e S ta r f is h le g e n d , th e s to r y w h e re th e

y o u n g m a n w a lk s th e b e a c h to s s in g th e

s t ra n d e d s ta r f is h b a c k in to th e w a te r . A n

o ld e r m a n c o m e s u p a n d a d m ire s h is te n a c ity

b u t s a y s " T h e re a re s o m a n y s ta r f is h . C o u ld n 't

y o u s p e n d y o u r t im e d o in g s o m e th in g m o re

p ro d u c t iv e ? D o y o u re a l ly th in k it w i l l m a k e a

d if fe re n c e ? " T h e b o y lo o k s a t th e s ta r f is h in

h is h a n d , s m ile s a n d s a y s s im p ly

" I t m a k e s a d if fe re n c e to th is o n e ."

S u c h s im p le b u t p o w e r fu l w o rd s .

W e k n o w th a t in a n y re s c u e , y o u

c a n 't s a v e e v e ry o n e . B u t w e c a n

s a v e th is o n e . O r th a t o n e . A n d it

c a n m a k e a ll o f th e d if fe re n c e to

th e o n e th a t w e a re a b le to s a v e .

I r e m e m b e r a fe w y e a rs a g o w a lk in g in to a

p e t s u p p ly s to re a n d s e e in g a re s c u e g ro u p

t r y in g to a d o p t a n im a ls . T h e y h a d k it te n s

d o in g a c ro b a t ic s in ta l l c a g e s a n d p u p p ie s

w r ig g l in g a l l o v e r in s id e o f a n X -p e n . T h e re

w e re y o u n g d o g s a n d c a ts a s w e ll . N o

s e n io r s o r d is a b le d p e ts . A t th e t im e , i t d id

n o t re s o n a te w ith m e . I w a s m e s m e r iz e d b y

th e p u p p ie s a n d k it te n s . S o w e re lo ts o f o th e r

fo lk s a n d m a n y le f t th e s to re w ith a l i t t le -p u p

o r k it te n in th e ir a rm s . I n e v e r th o u g h t th a t

o ld e r d o g s n e e d e d to b e re s c u e d a s w e ll .

W h e n I s ta r te d to g e t in v o lv e d w ith G R R M F

te n ( ! ) y e a rs a g o , I s ta r te d w ith d o in g s o m e

p a p e rw o rk fo r th e g ro u p a n d q u ic k ly d e c id e d

th a t I w a n te d to fo s te r . I e x p e c te d s o m e y o u n g

s w e e t d o g w h o w o u ld g e t s n a tc h e d u p

q u ic k ly . M y f ir s t fo s te r? M o lly , a n 8 -y e a r -o ld

g o ld e n th a t lo o k e d c lo s e r to 1 2 . T h e fa m ily

ju s t d ro p p e d h e r o f f w ith o u t a b a c k w a rd

g la n c e . A n d s h e d id n o t lo o k a t th e m e ith e r .

I w a s s tu n n e d b y th e ir la c k o f e m o t io n a n d

c o u ld c o m p le te ly u n d e rs ta n d h e rs . T h a t w a s

te n y e a rs a g o . T h e re h a v e b e e n ro u g h ly 1 7 5

fo s te r s c ro s s m y th re s h o ld s in c e th a t d a y . A n d

n o , M o lly d id n o t g e t a d o p te d . A fe w m o n th s

a f te r I s ta r te d to fo s te r h e r , s h e b e c a m e il l a n d

it w a s d is c o v e re d th a t s h e h a d a n e n la rg e d

h e a r t . S h e p a s s e d in m y a rm s a t th e v e t 's o f f ic e .

A s y o u a ll k n o w , w e re ly c o m p le te ly o n

d o n a t io n s . We are 100% volunteer.

N o o n e g e ts p a id a n d y o u r e n t ir e d o n a t io n

g o e s to w a rd h e lp in g th e d o g s g e t a d o p te d

o r e d u c a t in g th e p u b lic o n th e b re e d . P e o p le

p a y a m o d e s t fe e w h e n a d o g g e ts a d o p te d

a n d it h e lp s to o f fs e t th e c o s ts in c u r re d

w h e n th e d o g c o m e s in to re s c u e (s h o ts ,

m e d ic a t io n s , h e a r tw o rm tre a tm e n t , s p a y o r

n e u te r ) . B u t w h a t h a p p e n s w h e n

s o m e o n e tu rn s a d o g in to u s a n d

it c a n 't g e t a d o p te d ? W h a t th e n ?

H e re is th e s to r y o f M a c , a n in e

y e a r o ld g o ld e n w h o s e fa m ily

lo v e d h im , b u t h a d ru n o u t o f

m o n e y to t re a t s o m e m y s te r io u s

c o n d it io n th a t h e h a d . I t h a d to d o w ith s o m e

b lo c k a g e in h is n a s a l a re a . N o a m o u n t o f

a n t ib io t ic s w o u ld w o rk a n d th e y c o u ld a f fo rd

n o m o re te s ts . W e to o k in M a c a n d fe lt th a t i f

a n y o n e c o u ld h e lp h im w e c o u ld . B u t w e

k n e w th a t th e re w a s a g o o d c h a n c e th a t h e

w o u ld n o t b e a d o p ta b le . W e to o k h im to a

s p e c ia l is t a n d h e h a d a n M R I to s e e if th e re

w a s a n y th in g to b e d o n e m e d ic a l ly . T h e re

is n 't . S o w e c a n g iv e h im th e n e x t b e s t th in g -

g o o d d a y s u n t i l h is q u a l i ty o f l i fe is g o n e .

H e n o w liv e s in a fo s te r h o m e w ith p e o p le

w h o lo v e h im , c a n in e b ro th e rs a n d s is te r s

w h o e n te r ta in h im a n d k e e p h is m in d a c t iv e

a n d h is h e a r t l ig h t . H e d o e s n 't k n o w h e is

s ic k s o h e e n jo y s e v e ry d a y .

Is M a c th e o n ly o n e ? N o , th e re w a s C a s s id y

w h o w a s s o s ic k a n d n e g le c te d th a t h e r b o d y

c o u ld n o t to le ra te th e h e a r tw o rm m e d ic in e

th a t w a s s u p p o s e d to h e lp h e r . W e h a d a

fo s te r h o m e re a d y to ta k e h e r fo r w h a te v e r

t im e s h e h a d le f t . T h e re w a s R u s ty , a tw o

y e a r o ld g o ld e n w e k n e w w a s te rm in a l.

H e h a d a b a c te r ia l in fe c t io n th a t w a s l i te ra l ly

e a t in g u p h is in s id e s . T h e w o m a n w o u ld

n o t h a v e h im in h e r h o u s e b e c a u s e h e

p e r io d ic a l ly w o u ld le a k b lo o d f ro m h is

b a c k s id e . W e to o k h im in a n d p u t h im in a

h o s p ic e fo s te r h o m e . H e la s te d tw o w e e k s

b u t th o s e tw o w e e k s w e re s p e n t in a ir c o n d i-

t io n in g , s le e p in g o n a c o u c h a n d b e in g lo v e d .

T h e re w a s B ig M ile s , w h o w a s te rm in a l d u e to

a s e v e re b o n e c a n c e r in h is b a c k le g . T h e re

w a s C a s e y , th e m e g a e s o p h a g u s d o g th a t h a d

a s e v e re d ig e s t iv e is s u e th a t w e k n e w w o u ld

s h o r te n h is l i fe a n d m a k e h im p re t ty m u c h

u n a d o p ta b le . A n d th e re w a s B u f fy a n d

T im m y a n d B ra n t le y a n d N ic h o la s a n d

H u n te r , a n d s o m a n y m o re , th a t w e k n e w

w o u ld n o t b e a d o p te d b u t c o u ld b e s a v e d ,

i f o n ly fo r a s h o r t w h ile . W e c o u ld t r y to h e lp

th e m h a v e a q u a li ty o f l i fe o r a t le a s t p u t a n

e n d to th e ir s u f fe r in g . I a m lu c k y e n o u g h to

b e o n e o f a h a n d fu l o f h o s p ic e fo s te r s , th o s e

w h o ta k e in th e g o ld e n s th a t h a v e n o m e d ic a l

o p t io n s . W e g iv e th e m a lo v in g h o m e fo r th e

t im e th e y h a v e le f t . W e g iv e th e m a s o f t a n d

c o o l p la c e to la y th e ir h e a d s , b o w ls o f g o o d

fo o d , a n d s n u g g le s a n d c u d d le s a n d a ll o f

th e lo v e th a t th e y c a n a b s o rb u n t i l th e y te l l

u s it is t im e .

A n d y e s , I fo s te re d R u s ty a n d M ile s , a n d n o w

I h a v e M a c . I t is w h a t I s a y o v e r a n d o v e r .

T h e y g iv e m e m o re th a n I c a n e v e r g iv e th e m .

T h e y g iv e m e u n c o n d it io n a l lo v e , s o m e

g ig g le s w ith th e ir a n t ic s a n d a g ra te fu ln e s s

fo r w h a t th e y h a v e th a t o n ly a re s c u e c a n

u n d e rs ta n d . T h o s e e y e s c a n lo o k in to y o u r

s o u l a n d te l l y o u th a t th e y a re th a n k fu l a n d

lo v e y o u fo r w h a t y o u g iv e to th e m .

W e c a n 't a d o p t o u t e v e ry d o g th a t c o m e s in .

S o m e a re s o s ic k th a t w e c a n ju s t m a k e th e ir

s u f fe r in g e n d . S o m e h a v e lim ite d t im e le f t a n d

w e m a k e th a t re m a in in g t im e a s fu l l a s it c a n

b e . W e c o n s id e r o u rs e lv e s a re s c u e , n o t ju s t a

p la c e w h e re a d o p ta b le d o g s c o m e in a n d g e t

a d o p te d o u t . A n d a s lo n g a s th e d o n a t io n s

c o m e in , w e c a n c o n t in u e to b e a re s c u e in

th e p u re s t s e n s e o f th e w o rd .

C a n w e s a v e e v e ry d o g th a t is o u t th e re ?

N o , b u t w e c a n s a v e M a c o r R u s ty o r C a s e y ,

i f o n ly fo r a w h ile . W e c a n m a k e a d if fe re n c e

to th a t o n e .



S E EK IN G C O R P O R A T E S P O N S O R S F O R O U R 2 0 1 0 C A L E N D A R aZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

We a re curren tly seeking corpora te sponsors to underw rite the cost o f producing our 2010 Calendar. That way a ll the proceeds can go

towards rescue w ithout GRRMF having to pay for the cost o f prin ting the ca lendars. Sponsors w ill be fea tured in the ca lendar and w ill be

recogn ized in our newsle tte r and on the website . If you or a company you know of wou ld be in te rested , p lease contact us a t info@grrmf.org

and we w ill have our Corpora te Sponsorsh ip P rogram vo lun teer contact you.

H E L P U S F IN D F O R E V E R .f~~,~FOR A L L O U R G O L D E N S !

r------------------------------------------------------------------,

G R R M F M e m b e rs h ip /D o n a tio n F o rm A ll m embersh ips and donations are tax-deductib le .

Name Address _

C ity /S ta te /Z ip Phone (s)

E -m ail _

Check one: 0 Genera l M embersh ip $25 0 Golden Friend $50 0 Sponsorsh ip to he lp specio l-needs go lden $100

o Genera l Donation $ 0 Woody's Fund $ _

o In M emory O f: $ _

o In Honor O f: $ _-'-- _

Send acknow ledgment to : -,-- -;- __ -:;- _

M a il fo rm a n d c h e c k to : G R R M F , P O B o x 1 4 4 9 , G o ld e n ro d , F L 3 2 7 3 3

GRRMF Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 Charitab le O rgan iza tion . Donations are Tax-Deductib le . O ffic ia l reg is tra tion and financia l

in fo rm ation can be obta ined from D iv is ion G f Consumer Serv ices: 800.435.7352. Reg istra tion does not im p ly

endorsement; approva l o r recommendation by the sta te .

Go lden Retriever Rescue of M id-F lo rida

Post O ffice Box 1449

Goldenrod, F lo rida 32733

Return Serv ice Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG .
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