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2006 Membersh
Drive Under Way!

Why should you become a GRRMF member
Or renew your existing membership?

This plea is on behalf of hundreds of :
needy golden retrievers in our state. Goldens -
in shelters who are lost, injured or unwanted. -
Young goldens given up because of a divorce,
a new baby or death in the family. Sweet-faced :
goldens who need expensive medical care such
as heartworm treatment or surgery. White-
faced goldens given up for the simple reason -

that they have gotten old

of need if GRRMF didn't exist? .

Luckily for these precious goldens, Golden
Retriever Rescue of Mid-Florida 1s here to
help. Through the support of our members
(that's youl), we turn their lives around.
Through love, quality veterinary care and the
safe haven and structure of our foster net- s
work, their health and well-being are restored. -

ontinued on page 16
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. Where would all *
these golden retrievers turn to in their time
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Hﬁ“O Old Friend

By Carol McKee
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"Blessed is the ﬁ.-f
person who has

earned the love of

an old dog."

Sydney Jeanne Seward
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The recent holi-
day scason was a par
ticularly happy one for
GRRMF. Why? For one, we
reached some milestones: 1,750 total dogs
rescued, and 200 in 2005 ~ a record for us.
Second, in the month of December we
adopted SEVEN senior dogs to wonderful new
families. Seven "golden oldies" in one month
alone ~ well, that's just good for the soul.

In our throwaway society, it seems there is
no end to the amount of wonderful older
goldens who find themselves homeless. Many
arc dumped off at shelters, where they
will most certainly die. At the very least,

these seniors deserve to die with dignity and

continued on page 2
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your dog look great on the Cover?

Entry Deadline: June 15, 2006

Last year's calendar contest was a huge success, and we know
it will only get better every year. So why not send us that great
picture of your gorgeous dog today for his or her chance

at stardom? And remember, you can also have your dog's
birthday and/or "gotcha day" published in the calendar.

SUBMISSION RULES:
. Contest deadline: June 15, 2006
Give us your best shots, with a $5 donation per picture.
We will be choosing 13 photos, one for each month and
one for the cover. However, we will also attempt to place every photo submitted into the calendar in
some form. A photo committee will judge the photos by August 15, 2006. We are looking for:
¥ quality of the photo (sharpness, color and clarity)

V¥ dogs doing what dogs do best ~ having fun
2. Color prints must be horizontal (4"

6" or larger).

confinued on page ©



continued from page 1

grace, not to be put down all alone, in the cold, uncaring and con-
fusing atmosphere of an animal shelter.

GRRMF tries very hard to take those seniors in, and our goal is to
ensure that they live out the rest of their lives in peace, surrounded
by people who love them. Sometimes, we have just months with
them; other times, they surprise us and o on to live very long lives.
The truth is, you never know how long you have. We all could go at
any time, so the secret 1s to enjoy every moment of every day.

If that hasn't convinced you to open your heart and home to
a golden oldie, try these "top 10" reasons to adopt a senior
golden retriever:

1. "WASH AND WEAR" FACTOR. Older dogs generally have
had some training, both in obedience and house manners.
They have learned how to leave the furnifure, carpets, shoes
and other "chewables" alone.

2. CLEAN FLOORS. Unless there is an underlying medical
cause, 99 percent of senior dogs are potty trained. And an
adult dog has a larger bladder and can go for longer periods
of time without relief.

3. TOLERANCE. Most older dogs know what it takes to be
part of a "pack" and get along with others - including cats.
4. APPRECIATION. Older dogs, especially those who have
once known it, appreciate love and attention and quickly
learn what's expected of them to gain and keep that love
and attention.

5. COMPANIONSHIP. Older dogs know how to let you finish
the newspaper, sitting calmly next to you while your work
day stress flows away and your blood pressure lowers.
They're happy to be a "couch potato" or, if the mood strikes
you, are also instantly ready for a car ride, an evening walk
or a game of fetch.

6. DIGNITY. Senior goldens are generally calmer than young
dogs; they won't scare small children or the elderly by
jumping up to greet them or bouncing around like a
ping~pong ball.

7. ADAPTABILITY. An adult dog will adapt more easily to

WOl o o B R W W oW
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BRONSON was found
by chance at animal
control. His lucky stars
T WCIC shi l’lll’lg that dﬂyT
? Our volunteers went

| to check on another
dog there, and this
sweet boy had just
been turned in. He

= & was heartworm

= positive. Chris &
Tommy M. took him home and nursed him through
his treatment. Bronson's lucky stars were shining
again when Cheryl and Bob O. adopted him. They
had done their research and found that a golden
would be the perfect breed for them. Bronson filled
the bill. Cheryl writes: "Bronson is wonderfull I
can't believe how much I love him already. We are
so happy that we took our time and decided on a
golden ... we couldn't have asked for a better dog."
Bronson how has his own pool and two cats to play
with. He goes to training classes and is doing well,
although Cheryl admits she still likes to let him
jump up to hug her. And the couch was supposed to
be off-limits, but he's been known to snuggle up
there, too. Funny how the rules change when you
have a golden to lovel

BRANDON, 12 years, was due to
be put down at a local shelter.
His family did not want him
back. Although he is a bit hard
of hearing, you will never find a
sweeter dog than Brandon. Ann

Iome & o §F oSN @ & OO % R W o B R W P S B E W F RGO RFE S S EE DR G W E DB N % D A B oS RS 8RSl oS G S HE S ST OR Y E S SRS RS oA s SR D

changes in your household, such as a new baby, relatives
or guests visiting or being left alone during the day when
you're at work. |

F. felt this way too and loved him
from the minute she saw his
web page. He hopped up in her

8. WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get). A senior dog

is fully grown, and most of her health history is known
(hereditary disecases, arthritis, hip dysplasia, etc.). There are
no guesses about how big she'll get, whether she'll bark a lot
or what her energy level will be.

9. DOING YOUR PART. Just about everyone who enters a
shelter is looking for a puppy or a young dog. Others choose
to g0 to breeders or pet stores for puppies. By adopting an

Ao G

car with nary a look back at foster mom Sandy and
1s now sharing his home with another golden senior
adopted by Ann named Baron. She truly knows the
value of old gold.

JEWEL, 4 years, came to rescue as a wild child. She
was an outside dog who had no idea what to do
with toys or other dogs. But she knew what she did

B 9 o8 B B oW W i o8 & R o o odom

want - to be as close to her person as she could.
Jewel is a true Velcro dog. This is exactly what
Eileen B. was looking for and she says that Jewel is
by her side all of the time. Another perfect match.

older dog, you can make a statement about compassion and
the value of life at all ages, as well as register a protest
against the indiscriminate and inhumane breeding of dogs,
whether it 1s for profit or to "teach the children about birth."
And, of course, just as a puppy has his whole life ahead of
him, so does an older dog. You can give that older dog the
best years of his life while at the same time bringing a
wonderful addition into your family.

10. MEMORIES. Even if you have a senior golden as part of
your life for only a few years, the days and the adventures
you share are precious. The love you receive will more than
compensate for the sadness of eventually losing such a
wonderful companion.

R T Y .
= Ao & i

BRADLEY 1s a senior who does not know he is a senior.
We were told he was 10 years old and did not do
much. Guess he did not
get that memo, because
Bradley loves to movel
He loves swimming and
playing with any dogs
who are willing to play
with him. This, along
with some good food,
helped to clear up his
skin allergies and lose
some weight. Neal T.

And reason No. 11, if we could go that far: There is nothing in the
world like smooching the white face of a senior golden refriever!
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and his wife saw his web page and thought
that some senior gold was just what was
needed for their house. They love him

to pieces and even had a "welcome to the
family" party for him. We hope Bradley
and his family will join us at Education
Days to show how wonderful an older

dog can be.

At the tender age of 3, PARKER had more
than his share of maladies ~ entropian eye
issues, neartworms, skin allergies and a
raging ear infection. But his sunny person-
ality came through, as Parker endeared
himself to all who met him. GRRMF fixed
up his medical issues and fosters Chris and
Tommy made sure he had all of the TLC he
deserved after such a rotten start. Frank K.
thought he was special, too, and adopted
him as soon as he was ready to go. P.S. That
is Parker posing with Dr. Wiseman in the
"Veterinarian Spotlight" photo. What a
smilel

Just 2 years old, VIOLET found herself at
the local shelter with a bad upper respira-
tory infection. Fostered by Kelly M and her
family, Violet soon felt much better.
Shannon N. thought she was just what was
missing in her home and adopted her right
away. No more shelter days for Miss Violet.

JACK-JACK,
only 4 months
old, was a stray
that no one
claimed at the
shelter. He was
adopted in no
time by the A.
family who
wanted a young
one to take to obedience school and raise as
a member of their family. This little guy,
now named Gunner, was made to order.

Pretty blonde PETUNIA was only 6 months
old when her former owner realized

that she was not getting the time she need-
ed to become a good canine citizen. He
called GRRMF and we picked up this girl
right away. Unspayed females are a top pri-
ority for us; we need to get them spayed
and help decrease the overpopulation of
goldens n
Florida. And
young females
arc also very
popular on the
list for potential
adopiers. Petunia
was no excep-
tfion. She was

quickly adopted by the S. family. She now
has all the time and attention that she
could possibly need.
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Five-year-old
DASH lived in

an apartment his
entire life. His
owner realized this
was no life for an
energetic golden,
and she didn't
have the funds for
his annual medical
care, so she turned
him over to GRRME
She wanted Dash
to have a home with a yard where he could
run. When he first came to rescue, Dash
was reluctant to go out in the back yard
with out a leash. He was recently adopted
by the B. family. Now he has that back yard
he needs and an active family who
promises to walk him daily. We think it
was a match made in heaven. Dash even
has his own human playmates: 10-year-old
Derrick, who will be in charge of training
and throwing tennis balls for Dash, and
12-year-old Maria, who promises to
shower him with love. We see wonderful
times ahead for all of them.

BAYLEY came in with her buddy Barkley.
Barkley was adopted quickly, but Bayley
needed hip surgery and it took a long time
to heal. Long enough for her foster mom
Kathy R. fo fall in love with her and decide
o keep her. Nicknamed "the Diva," Bayley
is now spoiled with walks and dips in the
pool, just as she thinks she should be.

Lady Luck was
truly shining the
day her name-
sake, LUCKY, e A
landed with . %@
GRRMIF! This ”
handsome
Z~year-old was
supposedly well
cared for by his
former family, but test results came back
conclusive for heartworms. Tom & Kellyann
G. fostered him through the first chapter of
his treatment, and Adam P. agreed to help
him through the final treatments. Adam
knew Lucky was there to stay and wasted
no time adopting him as soon as he was
declared heartworm-free. Adam is thrilled
that he can finally run and play with his
wonderful new canine companion, and

we get the impression that the feeling

is mutuall
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RANDY was our
cover dog last
1ssue. He was
found wandering
the highway and
taken to Animal
Control. Tom &
Kellyann G.
sprung him out
at literally the last few minutes of his life,
and this 10~year-old's life turned around
immediately. He was severely malnourished
and had terrible skin infections, on top of
being heartworm-positive. GRRMF started
him on his way to a healthy and happy life,
and Brian L., who previously adopted Bear
and Prince from GRRMF, offered to see him
through all his treatments. Brian fell in love
with this easygoing guy and decided to
make it permanent. In Brian's words: "This
boy isn't going anywhere - send me the
paperwork! I can promise you that when
you next see Randy you won't recognize
him. He is going to shine!" We couldn't be
happier about the ending to this story -
from death row to a life filled with love,
hard to get better than that!
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Four-year-old TOBY came fo rescue
because the family had no time for him.
They said that he did not "bond" with them.
We could not figure that out at all. Toby
loves people, dogs, basically whomever is
around. And he loved Barbara S. when she
came to see him. She says he is just great
and a wonderful boy.

POLLY, 2
years, came
to GRRMF
after her
owner died
and his wife

was forced i -
to move to f%m%f” i
a nursing facility. She was quite Skittish?
didn't know what toys were for and, by all
appearances, had little or no experience
walking on a leash. However, Polly also was
as sweet as they come and very laid back.
She loved nothing more than to lie by her
human's side and be petted. Linda & Jim E.
fell in love with her Web page and brought
their GRRMF alumni Dryfuss to meet her.
They were warned that Polly often did not
warm up to strangers and might be quite
aloof when meeting them. We ought not to
have bothered, as Polly, now Holly, ran up
to them, smiling and tail wagging, as if to
say, "l thought you'd never get herel” She
and Dryf spent some time getting to know
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| positive and was fostere
.. suffering from he
B skin infections a Tl
and other
medical problems. He's settled in at his
new home with Becky and Clyde R., and
has even claimed his own chair. He also

by Rick and Cin y O. who in Rainey. Gail reports that Rainey is doing
fantastic and fits in as if she has been part

ped Rose feel comfortable living inside _
of the family for years.

ome and learn that not all humans are
to be mistrusted. She was adopted by Chris
and Julie K. who saw her picture on the
website and just knew she was "the one."

_ | _ ‘ _ _ Her new family reports that Rose 1s doing |
enjoyed opening his Christmas gifts with very well. Her new sister (a GRRMF rescue) not the life for any dog. She was fostered

his new doggy brothers, Amigo, Bristol and and two brothers welcomed her with open and very much loved by Kathy and Jim F.
Keebler. Becky notes that Spencer is relaxed arms. Rose, the dark red beauty on the left and adopted by Bonnie S., who fell in love
enough now to lay on his back, so that's a : ’ with Annie at first sight. Bonnie says that

great sign that he's feeling safe and secure. Annie is "better than I could have imagined”
Becky and Spencer have signed up for Chris and Julie recognize that:. "It's funny
how you get to know how truly special e

Eight-year-old ANNIE was furned in to
rescue when her family realized that spend-
ing long hours at home alone in a crate was

1s keeping her new family on their toes
with her silly antics and ball fetching skills.

and 1s doing just fine in her new digs.
obedience classes; we're sure that team

will be at the head of the class! cach one is. They each have their own KIKI was an owner

. . personality, and we are so very happy L. tur‘nfm to Animal

‘ _ ‘ _ to have Rose with us. Thank you so much . TR
and their cat, Samantha. Since losing their .= she was a little wild

_ J ‘ _ for taking care of her. We just love Rose,
previous goiden, Nick, to cancer, their and couldn’t be happier to have her for the older couple

house just hasn't been the same. Darby has join our clan.” e . % who previously

filled that void very well. Samantha and ' .+ owned her. Kiki was
Darby curl up for a snooze together and DONALD was turned in with two of his fostered by Emily and
really enjoy each other's company. Valerie siblings and his mother, Rose (above). i .~ Velma and adopted
says, "We are really enjoying Darby's He was fostered by pri {:;r GRRMTF adopters ' “i%l 0 by Darby Jo and Don
amusing antics-~she keeps us entertained. Diane & Phil W. Phil was hinting to Diane P. She and Darby Jo enjoy their long morn-
She is a very sweet dog and such a joy to ing walks, and Kiki goes to doggie daycare a
have around." Valerie and Rick also attend few days a week., What a lucky girll

obedience classes with Darby, who is
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about Donald staying with them forever,
and guess what comes next ... Yes, it seems
Donald has found his new forever home
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a real mama's girl. What's the solution? lucky lady to
They're considering adopting another have the love
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Before coming in to GRRMF, 2-year-old
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GERI(;/;F 'd%% © ﬁddt_‘fo the family. Theyd like  pAySy was left outside with her mother of GRRMF -
a daady's poy this time. Rose and 2 siblings. Daisy was unsocialized volunteers .

and afraid of new things. She was fostered and donors.
by Chris H. and adopted by Richard, Julie Montana ran across a busy street and was

and Hunter. Her new family renamed her hit _b}’ a car. At 2 years old, Montana was
Cleo and say this about their new golden: facing surgery to repair her severely broken

"Cleo is a wonderful, welcomed addition to pelvis. GRRMF stepped in and provided the

our family and although it's only been 2 care required to get her back on her feet
& Kellyann worked months, it's hard for us to remember life ~again. Many donors helped pay for this

with I/Ilf'r o }lledrn . without her." Cleo, who loves a tennis ball, lovely gal's surgery and rehabilitation. She
some basic house | E spends time every day in the yard with her was lucky to I{.ave Emily and Velma as her
manners, and soon foster moms. They made sure that Montana

o . human kid, Hunter tossing the ball' ... | !
Maggie was on her well, Hunter tosses (with a typical 4-year- received the care she needed and provided

MAGGIE came to us
from a shelter. She

1s a sweet girl who

1s "all about the
play." Fosters Tom

%&
Fryt
S
-

BRI L L F
P

PR ]

B N s

LA RREREUILIINNE
A g A e bt

L A R LT TR T
. PO iy

way home with _. e swim therapy to help her pelvis heal. After

Nedra G. Ned h . old's aim) and Cleo gladly chases. When |
cdrd G. Nedra reports that Maggje 1s play time 1s done and exhaustion hits, Cleo several long months, Montana finally

doing wonderful: "She loves toys -~ all of finds a favorite spot and takes a break! received a clean bill of health. She was
them and can be quite sneaky if you take | adopted by Lori and Steve H., who take her
them away or try to put them up. She loves and canine sister Abbey for walks every day.
to run and persists in making me jog in the Lori recently wrote: "Montana is such a goof
mornings... She is a wonderful and lovely with loud noises or changes in routine. Lily and always makes us laugh and smile.
addition to my life and I am quite happy fit right into her foster home with the W. Thank you for giving us such a great girl.
about all of it." family, and when it came time to place her We look forward to bringing both the girls

’ to the reunion in March." We're sure there

| | | into a new home, they realized they could- _ _
Betore being turned in to GRRMF with her n't let her go. Lily has found her forever will be lots of caring volunteers and donors
lining up to give Montana a hug at the

three young offspring, 4-year-old ROSE I X .
.S &7 ome, and GRRMF is very h t
was not living the life she deserved. She Hhatl j very happy abou reunion!

A

LILY came 1n with Rose, Daisy & Donald.
She is a very quiet girl and has difficulties

b




Two-year-old HAILEY and her brother

Felton were given to GRRMF by a family
who had banished them to the outdoors
when a new baby arrived on the scene.
They were fostered by Hank & Janice B.
and Hailey went to her new forever home
with Jennifer W. At first, Hailey was afraid
of the resident cat, but they have made
their peace. She is very well-mannered in
her new home and loves to snuggle with
mom on the couch. They couldn't be happier with their new golden treas-
ure ~ and we can see why, as Hailey 1s a wonderful gal.

' ANGEL was originally bought for a young

| boy who quickly lost interest. She and her
| younger brother Jack found themselves

- advertised on a company bulletin board

as "FREE TO GOOD HOME." A GRRMF

- volunteer quickly stepped in and rescued
. the pair. Nine-year-old Angel was
appropriately named. She was fostered

. by Donna and Chuck and adopted by

L e =% Jacqueline S. Angel and Jacqueline are
mseparable They also spend their days warming the hearts of others

at a local nursing home. The residents there love her and Jacqueline
suspects it's partly because of Angel's snowy white face ~ they relate to her
"maturity"t She loves playing with the other goldens in the neighborhood,
including Ricco, another GRRMF dog. She's kept her girlish figure and is,
according to Jacqueline, "still the most beautiful dog in the whole world."

NUGGET and his brother Moses were turned in to rescue when their
owners could no longer afford them. Seven-year-old Nugget was fostered
by Char B. and welcomed into the home of Steve J., who says that Nugget
is perfect. Nugget has made himself at home in bed with Steve's son.

The two of them are inseparable.

Holding the honor as one of "the world's most perfect fosters" by his foster
mom Leah, BISCUIT continues to hold the title of MR. PERFECT with his
new dad Dawd C. Eighteen-month-old Biscuit has been re-homed a few
times prior to coming to rescue. He now is in his true forever home with
a new name which suits him ~ Arthur. His new dad reports that everyone
who meets him goes on and on about how handsome and well-behaved
he 1s. David said: "He really wants to be around us all the time. He's very
affectionate and I couldn't be happier!"

SAMPSON was fostered and adopted by Cara and John K. Cara reports
that Sampson is doing great ~ "though we snuggle 24/7 and he still
doesn't think that 1s enough," she says. He loves playing fetch, swimming
and hunting squirrels at the dog park. His prior family was having a
second child and thought that i1t was too much to keep him. We can't
understand how they could part with him - his whole object in life

1s just to love you.

JAKE, 7 years old, turned up at GRRMF when he was surrendered by his
former owners. They didn't have enough time to spend with him and
when housemates moved in the small house, they decided Jake had to
move out. He was fostered by Kim E. and adopted by Suzanne & Jordan S.
Jake now joins former GRRMF rescue
Destiny in datly walks and life with a family
who loves him very much and has promised
him he 1s now truly "home."

If WESLEY, 2 years old, were a human,
he'd be a hopeless romantic. This little
lovebug wants nothing more than to be
loved on and will crawl into your lap and
lie quietly for hours at a time. His foster
folks, Tom & Kellyann, loved him very
much, but knew that Wesley deserved

to find his very own home. Along came Kerri & Richard M.
Wesley was just what they were looking for. He 1s now
named Quincy and 1s enjoying spending several visits fo
Kerri's mom's house, where he has a canine buddy and a
swimming pool to play with.

COLE, 4 years, was turned in
by his first family. They had ¢
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lives, and little to no time -
to spend with nim

...and it | o a5
showed! Cole was completely | -
untrained when he went to

stay with fosters Tom & S
Kellyann. Within 24 hours,
Cole had learned sit and shake
hands, and they were working on the h1gh five command.
Kellyann immediately recognized that in addition to being
handsome, this was one very smart golden! Cole loves to
swim and took a dip in the pool whenever the opportunity
presented itself - which was sometimes a little too often in
his foster home! All 1t took to turn Cole around was a
positive outlet for his energy (he loves to chase fennis balls
and will do so until he practically collapses with exhaustion)
and some direction and focus in his life. Cole was snapped
up by Patrick & Karen S. They love Cole and have committed
to taking him to obedience classes so he continues on his
positive track.

CORKY 1s one of Terra's
puppies. He was adopted

but found himself back with
GRRMY when his humans ran
into hard times. Corky was
fostered by Ron & Jennifer L.
and adopted by David B. David
loves both Labradors and

goldens, so Corky was perfect
for him. He likes to get daily exercise, and Corky now will
enjoy going walking/jogging with his new dad.

Don’t ftt your adoption here?

GRRMF had a record number
of adoptions over the past couple of months,
many of which occured
as this newsletter was going
into production. Watch for your
smiling face in the next issue,

coming to your mailbox soon!




As we begin the new year, I'd like to thank all of our
supporters for making 2005 our most successful year yet.
Through your support of money and volunteer time,
we are able to continue our mission. With each golden
retriever saved, lives are turned around. I'm always
struck with how not only is the
dog's life changed forever, but

human lives are also enhanced
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and sometimes healed.

Qur animals can be the
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By Barbara Durham, GRRMF President

best medicine as we Hf'ﬁ f ,
navigate through
the stresses of everyday
life. Who can put a price on the unconditional love that
a golden retriever can offer? For example, we've seen
a golden retriever help heal a human who is suffering
from the loss of a spouse or family member ~ or someone
after a rough divorce - both lives are transformed
and it 1s very gratifying. When I reflect that in 2005
we saved approximately 200 goldens, it is heartwarming
to know that so many families have been impacted
1n a positive way.

Our oldens are with us for a relatively short time,
so take advantage of each day to love them and treat them
like they should be treated. I truly believe our animals
are gifts from God and are treasures. I'm sure I'm not

alone in my feelings. 1 know our volunteers feel the same

way as they work so tirelessly to save these precious dogs.

~-Barbara
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Calendar contest continued from front cover

3. Digital pictures must be horizontal, at least 300 dpi
resolution and be in .jpg, .tif or .gif format.

4. Only GRRMF alumni are eligible.

5. Photos must be previously unpublished, non-professional
images; no copyrighted photos accepted.

6. Photos become property of GRRMF and cannot be returned.
7. GRRMTF reserves the right to use pictures submitted

in our Hearts of Gold newsletter, on our Web sife or other
promotional purposes.

8. Send a brief story of your dog's past and present life with
cach picture and when you adopted through GRRMF.

9. Entries, including photos, will become the property of
GRRMF and will not be acknowledged or returned.

10. Submission of an entry grants GRRMYF the right to publish,
use, adapt, edit and/or modity such entry in any way, in any
and all media, without limitation, and without consideration to
the entrant, whether or not such submission is selected as

a winning entry. By submitting an entry, entrants irrevocably
assign and fransfer to GRRMF any and all rights, title and
interest in entry and photo, including, without limitation,

all copyrights. Entries: must be the original work of the entrant;
must not infringe third-party rights, and must be suitable for
publication. |

1 1. Submission of photo does not guarantee inclusion in calen-
dar.

12. Send a check with completed form and picture(s) to:

GRRMF
Attn; Photo contest

P.O. Box 1449
Goldenrod, FL 32733

Or email your photos to grrmfphotocontest@tampabay.rr.com.

Please submit your donation ($5 per photo via Pay Pal -
click the Donate button). You can also submit your dog's
"gotcha" day (birthday, adoption day or anniversary day).

Please submit $5 per "gotcha" day. "Gotcha" days are not
limited to GRRMF dogs. If emailing photos and/or "gotcha"
days, please include your name, address, dog's name, phone
number, how you paid (mailed check or Pay Pal) and your
dog's story. Please remember only GRRMF dogs are eligible.

Check the GRRMF web site for more information and photo
tips: www.grrmf.org
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Calling Yoluntegry

Recently in each newsletter we've been highlighting different areas of volunteering within GRRMF. One very important area is

screening of adoption applications. All applications are pre-~screened and, unless they are an immediate reject (the dog will live outside,

etc.), a phone screen is performed. We call the applicant and ask them questions about their application, frying to fully understand how

they would care for one of our dogs and also answer any questions we have about the application.

This task is performed by the Call Team, headed by Carol McKee (who is also our Newsletter Editor). The Call Team is a group of

volunteers who are assigned applications and a list of questions to ask the applicant. It is a task that can be done anywhere as long as

the volunteer has access to the phone, and GRRMF pays the long distance charges using low cost phone cards.

What are the qualities of a great Call Team member? We need folks that are artful at asking open-ended questions to get information

from the applicant and honestly evaluate the responses. It is important that the volunteer be very focused on the benefit of our dogs,
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not the benefit of the applicant. For exam-
ple, there are a lot of really nice people
that apply to our organization for a dog. On
the phone they will come off as delightful.
But, being "nice" doesn't necessarily mean
you are equipped to care for a golden
retriever or that you will necessarily follow
our safety guidelines after adoption.

So Call Team members need to be a bit
skeptical and be able to ferret out needed
information so we can make an honest
evaluation. They also need to be able to
complete these calls on a timely basis. The
longer the adoption process takes, the
greater the chance that a good applicant
might o elsewhere for a dog.

Once the call 1s made, the Call Team

member provides the information to the

Team Leader who assembles all the
information on the applicant. If everything
looks good, then a home visit is requested.
Once the home visit is complete all the
information on an applicant is forwarded
to the Adoption Committee. A decision 18
made to approve or deny the adoption.

Approved applications are forwarded on
to the Adoption Coordinator who works
with our regional adoption coordinators to
arrange a match for the family.

We presently can use good phone
screeners for the Call Team. It is one of
the most essential tasks in rescue so i1t 1s
an opportunity to make a real difference.
[f you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Carol McKee at
newsletter(@grrmf.org.
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Company
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Cooper
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Prody
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Peter & Susan
Fitzgerald
~ In Memory
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Loren Jones
Curtis & Marilyn
Garbett
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Doug & Barbara
Geiger
Fleanor Gelalia
Shirley Gogarty
H.E. & Myra Haines
Jennifer Haley
Ronald Harbert
Pam Harrell
Ronald & Linda
Helm
Gladys Henderson
Claudia Hesse
Mark & Victoria
Hornick
Winston & Jo
Hughes
Innovative Health
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Jan Karlin
Mark & Diane
Kingiman
James & Victoria
Krivacs
Robert & Dawn
Ladd
Christina Leggatt
Wayne & Sharon
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David & Nancy
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Lilianne Merida -
In Honor of
GRRMF Volunteers
Walter Miller
Roger & Kathy Murphy
John & Janet Myers
Regina Najpaver
Scott & Fay Ochrle
Lawrence & Patricia
O'Hara
John & Carla Ostermeier
Richard & Wendy
Overton
Keith & Shelly Painter
Jill Palladino
Jack & Glenda Peaden
Joyce Phipps -
in memory TROOPER
Charlette Quercia ~
From ANNIE &
SHELBY
Ann Marie Roberts -
in Honor CY
Mary Robinson
Howard Rock
Karen Sadzinski
Francis Santino
Perry & Debra Smith
Susan Smith
Dick & Nancy Spears
Linda Steinard
Raymond & Diana
Sterling
David & Janice Strock
John & Sue Summers -
In Honor MOLLIE
Robert & Macy Swift
Lona Thompson
Robert Trotter
Kenneth Viles
David & Jeanne Villari
Dennis & Nancy Voith
William & Barbara
Walsh
Dr. Joseph Wattleworth
Karen Weber
John & Donna Welker
Deborah Wilson
Steven Young ~ 1n Honor
of LADY COPPER b5th

HOME VISIT
VOLUNTEERS: Renee
Duke, Lila Gilbert, Kathy
Russell, Susan Matlock,
Jan Jennings, Laurel
O'Connor, Steve Jatte,
Renee Perkie, Nancy
Spears, Donna Dossing,
Penny Dalton, Cheryl
Maze, Gregg Eddie,
Suzanne Siegel, Judy

Syfrett, Carol Buczynski,
Pam Harrell. Peggy Litt,
Terry Martin, Chris
Daher, Lisa Corbett,
Susan King, Christine
Enos, Barbara White,
John Pfohler

FOSTERS: Char Bauer,
Hank & Janice Bogle,
Nancy Carroll, Irene
Clifford, Renee Duke,
Tom & Gregg Eddie, Tom
& Kellyann Goring, Bert
& Charlie Haker, Cara
Konzelmann, Steve
Loebeck, Ron & Jennifer
Longman, Tommy & Chris
Manley, Kirk & Michelle
Martin, Pat Mathews &
Deb Wilson, Kelly
Mehigan, Cookie Namath,
Rick & Cindy Owens,
Guillermo Porro, Kathy
Rozzo, Colleen & Rick
Sosterl, Maggie
Stambaugh, Cheryl
Stockman, Sandy Sumner,
Jeannine Thompson, Lyn
Wagner, Dianne Waller,
Richard Weldon, Leah
Woijner

CALL TEAM: Sandy
Bicknel (WELCOME
SANDYT), Donna Dossing,
Linda Helm, Sue Keiser,
Beth Lucas (WELCOME
BETHY), Carol McKee,
Linda Rhea, Emily Rowe,
Judi Syffreti, Kerri
Vorhies.

NEWSLETTER TEAM: Judy
Ladney and Carol McKee
WEB SITE: Renee Duke,
web "goddess," and Carol
McKee
TRANSPORTATION
VOLUNTEERS: Sue & Ray
Angle, Theresa Bradley,
Pat Chesley, Grege & Tom
Eddie, Jana & Greg
Garrison, Dennis Grace,
Rebecca Gushwa, Lynne
Halleran, Penny lannone,
Kim James, Judy Ladney,
Jennifer Longman, Mike
& Carol McKee, Kelly
Mehigan, Barbara Odell,
Emily Rowe, Pat & Bill
Shepard, Mike Stastka,
Sandy Sumner.

APPLICATIONS TEAM: Sandy Sumner, Peggy Litt, Pam Harrell, Carol McKee.
MAIL VOLUNTEERS: Carol & Hal Avey.

RECORDKEEPER: Jennifer Longman.

INFO@GRRMFE.ORG EMAILS: Andrea Davis.

VETERINARIANS WHO DONATED OR DISCOUNTED GOODS AND SERVICES:
Dr. Bill Ehlers, 434 Animal Hospital, Longwood;, Advanced Veterinary Hospital,
Holiday; Affiliated Veterinary Specialists, Maitland; All Creatures Animal
Hospital, Lutz; Animal Hospital of Treasure Island; Dr. Athey, Orange City
Animal Clinic; Belleview Veterinary Hospital, Belleview; Dr. Michael Berkenblit,
Village Animal Clinic, North Palm Beach; Dr. Kevin Conrad, Sunset Point Animal
Hospital, Clearwater; Dr. Robert Difonzo, Movement Improvement, Oviedo; Dr.
Constance DiNatale, Veterinary Acupuncture, Winter Park; Fox & Friends Animal
Hospital, Sun City Center; Dr. Charles Gerhart, Southwest Ocala Veterinary
Hospital; Drs. John Kirsch & Matt Oakes, Tampa Bay Veterinary Surgery, Largo;
Dr. John Mclemore, Gateway Animal Hospital, St. Petersburg; Dr. Myburgh,
Bright Cross Animal Clinic, Venice; Dr. Martin Neher, Palmer Ranch Animal
Clinic, Sarasota; Paddock Park Animal Care Center, Ocala; Dr. E. J. Rackowski,
Treasure Coast Animal Clinic, Vero Beach; Dr. Charles Steiner, Wickham Road
Animal Hospital, Melbourne; Dr. Michael Schroeder, Animal Medical Clinic,
Spring Hill; Dr. Leland Simmons, Sand Lake Animal Clinic, Oriando; Skyway
Animal Hospital, St. Petersburg; Dr. Spencer, Gateway Animal Hospital, St.
Petersburg;, Drs. Topor, Green & Buchanan, Livingston Animal & Avian Hospital,
Lutz; Dr. Pam Wood, Wellington VCA Animal Hospital, Wellington; Dr. Wiseman,
Oviedo Animal Hospital; Dr. E.E. Musgrave, Cat Hospital/After Hours Clinic,
Pinellas Park; Animal Clinic of Lady Lake; Florida Veterinary Specialists, Tampa;
Animal Hospital of Seminole ~ Seminole, FL.

EDUCATION DAYS/EVENTS: Many thanks to all who participate in educational
events around the state - our dedicated volunteers and their goldens are out
there almost every weekend spreading the word about rescue, which is invalu-
able in finding homes for our goldens! For schedule and locations, see back cover
or log onto our Web site: www.grrmf.org.

STAFES OF: Petsmart, Pet Supermarket, Petco, Border's Bookstore and other
businesses across the state, for letting GRRMF set up educational booths. We are
grateful for all their support of our organization.

TRAINING: Courteous Canine, Lutz; Best Paw Forward, Sanford; Oviedo Dog
Training Club; 3] Dog Training, West Orlando; Babette Haggerty's School for
Dogs, Jupiter; Jonn Pfohler, Sarasota; JaVic Dog Training, Melbourne; Scott
Holloway, Chateau du Chien, Sarasota; Susan Kendrick, Bowser College,
Bowsercollege.com or 321.689.2239.

HIP DOG THERAPY: for providing hydrotherapy and massage for our rescues
with hip problems, Winter Park.

HEALTHYPETNET/LIFE'S ABUNDANCE: to Dennis Grace, who arranged and coor-
dinates the "Feed Your Dog, Save a Dog's Life" program for which GRRMF gets a
percentage of proceeds from the sale of Life's Abundance holistic food and treat
products for dogs and cats ~- www.grrmf.org/grrmf-canine-food.html.

RDV SPORTSPLEX: for donating tennis balls!

GRRMF WEB SITE: Renece Duke, our Web Goddess, who does such a wonderful
job for us ~ we've received comments from all over the country on the look and
value of our Web site.

PET PANTRY: For donating dog food and treats for our fosters.
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Vetermarian Spotlight: Dr. fteve Wisemar

By Sandy Sumner, Adoption Coordinator

RRMEF is very fortunate to have veterinarians who believe in our mission and offer to help us with the
200 or so dogs that come in each year. They are instrumental to our being able to save as many dogs as

we do. Not only do they provide medical services such as surgeries and heartworm
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of vet that we in rescue truly appreciate. His hospital is run by a top notch group of
techs and staff supervised by Betty, his wife. We often tease them that we could eat off their floor and wish
our homes could be that clean!

We started our relationship with Dr. W very slowly, just a couple of dogs here and there. When he said
that they could take on more, he had no idea what that would mean? We use his animal hospital as a stagin
area for transports and often board up to as many as 10 or 12 dogs there when we have a crush of intake.

He has treated our dogs for heartworms, performed hip surgeries, complicated spays, and even did an
autopsy on one dog that passed away unexpectedly. He loves the puppies and just enjoys being with the
dogs. His explanations are very thorough and we always feel that he wants us to understand the options
we have for each dog.

An example of his dedication to the goldens is the case with Bayley. She came into rescue with one
poorly done hip surgery and one needing to be done. He did the surgery on the second hip and monitored
her progress (or lack of). She was not putting any weight on it and he could not figure out why. He decided
to perform an exploratory surgery with her to see if he had missed anything (he hadn't). If was gratis for us
and it showed us just how much he cared about our dogs.

And he cares about every animal that comes in. My cat Charlie was very sick one Saturday morning and
they said to bring him right in. It was not an easy diagnosis and the prognosis was not good, but through-
out, Dr. Wiseman was caring and sensitive about the situation. I will always appreciate that.

Dr. Wiseman has often said that he appreciates what rescue does and the dedication of our volunteers.
He 1s amazed at the broad range of dogs that we take in. He feels that we are what a rescue should be.

We feel that he is what a vet should be and we appreciate him: a win-win situation if there ever was onel



Canint fpeak.

By Jeff Drier, Dog Behavioral Therapist and Trainer and Dad to "Autumn" formerly "Peanut”

We were speaking at an event recently, and I asked the audience if they could tell me how dogs communicate. As I wrote their

answers on a board it became apparent to them that there are two basic methods of "canine speak": body Language and vocaiizations.
Body language includes jumping, nipping, licking, tail wagging, biting, use of the head including, ears, eyes and mouth and various other

mirror the stance and the games begin. Each vocalization means something also. Rover,
when startled, might bark or growl to express his discomfort.

Which is the more important aspect of his communication? Body language is,
without a doubt. Body language is Rover's primary method of communicating with both
Max and with us. Even if he's vocalizing, he's backing up the message with his body
language. If he's telling Max not to come any closer, he's standing as tall and stiff as he f
can get. His tail is up and it might be slowly waving, like a warning flag. Max recognizes -
the signals and decides that 1t might not be a good time {o play.

posturing during which "Rover" uses his entire body. Vocalization includes barking,

growling, whining, howling and maybe some other sounds. t%gx%%%ﬁwﬁmﬁ%}
Each posture means something. When Rover wants to play, he'll get into a play stance, _%% e |

which I'm sure you've seen. His front end is low, rear end is up and wiggling. His dog

friend "Max" recognizes the stance immediately, and if he's feeling playful too, he might L o
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When [ work with clients I spend part of the time educating them about canine
communication and what some of it means. Why? In order to communicate clearly

and easily with anyone you have to know the language.

Dogs don't speak English, French or any other human language. They speak canine.
They can learn to associate words with actions, such as come, sit, stay, down etc., but if
we use our body language, in a canine way, to match our message the process is speeded up. Let me give you an example. Rover and I were
at the park yesterday. 1 walked into the middie of the park, lowered my height and excitedly tapped my leg. Five dogs immediately started
to come toward me. 1 stood up straight and stiffened my posture, almost at attention, and every one of the dogs stopped. I lowered my
height, and again and they came. I didn't utter a word. 1 only used my body language, and they understood perfectly. Try it with your dog

and see what happens.

Most people call their dogs while standing straight and tall, its human nature. If Rover doesn't come, they call louder and sterner.
Their body language and vocal tones don't match their message, from a canine perspective. By lowering your height you are more closely

matching the inviting play posture. Add a happy, excited "Come Rover" so your vocal message will match your body language,

and Rover will have a much better chance at understanding what you want.

When you learn to communicate clearly in a canine way, Rover has a better chance of understanding your message. When he

understands he'll be more likely to respond correctly. When he responds correctly he'll get praised. When he gets praised he gets happy.

We know the rest of the story.

‘i%fﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ&f‘iii i
e i ?{'ﬂ-h'iﬁh'ﬂ'giﬂ -
Bl - Ed LR

L o
BnIHEE T
f‘ﬂ'!"f - b = WL

Opie came fO rescue

at the age of 7. His

=
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name was Maximillion at the time, and some
of you may remember him from our web site.
He was fat, lethargic and heartworm positive. He was

an outside dog that the family "had no time for" anymore. Tipping the — __ N\
scales at almost 130 pounds, he was one very uncomfortable boy. h
GRRMF fixed him up by treating him for the hearworms and giving him 3
a full physical including checking him for hypothyroidism, a common reason
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ahead of him.

that older dogs can gain weight.
o Foster mom Pam S. brought him to her house and started the fitness regimen -
playing, walking and a good diet to help him lose the excess baggage. As of today,

he is about Yz of what he was. He is a new dog these days and a spokesdog at

0 %ﬁ%ﬂxﬁ Fducation Days for the importance of a proper diet and exercise.

. ﬂ MI As you may have guessed, Opie's foster mom could not bear to part with him affer
o % E*“%g _ - all of his hard work and decided to adopt him. You can't get mu
. d | - of a "before" and "after." And we hope that he has many years o:

ch more dramatic

* health and happiness

N
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Following are e-mail "pupdates" we've
received recently. If you'd like to share some
news about your GRRMF alumni, please sen
it to: info(@grrmf.org.

For 6 years, I have been

taking Hannah, my other GRRM
= golden, to a local nursing home
as a therapy dog,
and recently decided
to take Shelbie, who
is nearly 12, to give
her a shot. She is
absolutely wonderful
there, and only loves
for people to pet her,
and pet her, and pet
her some more. One
of Hannah's favorite
ladies there looked at Shelbie last Sunday,
and said, "Gee, Hannah really is different
since she had her surgery. .. .she is so
calm"... I had to explain that it was not the
surgery to remove a growth on her backside,
but the dog was Shelbie rather than Hannah!
I am so proud of both of these girls who are
successtul therapy dogs, who give a little ray
of light to so many people happy every
week. Once again, I wish everyone could
appreciate the very special attributes of the
senior goldens, who are so very special,
and still have so much to give.

- Ellen Lindenfeld

We adopted "Tiara" about 4 months
\ 7 480 and feel blessed every day by
= her presence in our lives. About

4 months ago Tiara and my wife were getting
out of our car and
they were both

struck by a truck.
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was laying in the

1
=
T

road with the truck on her leg and Tiara had run off.
My wite kept repeating, "Find my dog. Someone fin
my dog." She had been hit outside of the retirement
center where she worked as executive director. The
staff and residents all knew and loved Tiara. Being
unable to do anything else for my wife, the staff an
residents organized a search party and canvassed the
neighborhood and eventually found Tiara. When Tiara
was brought back, both staft and residents applauded
her. She is much loved, and we hope our gift (dona-
tion) can help connect a wonderful dog with another
loving owner (or vice versa).

- Bill and Joyce Frey

Hi there GRRMF. My name is Annie but I
- think I used to be Sara. I got to come live
with Joan & Steve Kilpatrick last year, and
got myself a big sister named Callie in the process!
You guys also put me e —
on the 2006 calendar
as Miss November and %
it has been SUCH fun.
My mom mailed e
calendars all over .
the country and I got
a marriage proposal L e __
(I said no) from a big =~ = R 0
Labrador in Tarpon named Tango, and lots and lots of
other nice phone calls & letters. This is my second
Christmas with my new family and I just wanted to let
you know I'm doing great. As a matter of fact, this
atternoon we are going to a swim party with a Lab pal
from down the street and two collies! The collies don’
swim and it seems they don't fetch either, but they do
love to herd us when we run around the pool deck.
Callie leaps right into the deep end to get a tennis ball
but so far I'm only daring enough to run like crazy
down the steps into the pool. Anyway, Happy New
‘ear and thanks for all you're doing. Here's a picture
of me and my sister and another of me on Christmas
showing off a new glow ball that yet another Lab pal
gave me. Life 1s pretty darn good!
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Ove, Annie



Dog-Gonte VaCation: Hilton Head Jfland, JC

Submitted by Renee Perkie & GRRMF Alumnus Scarlett
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= Hi EVCFYOHG. I jllSt wanted B
to give you an update on
‘Montana. She is wonderful.
It took her about a month to get used to 5 T, _
our routines but is doing great. Her ear [ &8 E
infection came back but we took her to o '
our vet and she is on medication fo get
it cleaned out. We take her and Abbey
for daily walks (she looks for squirrels
the entire time) and she loves the a good time on this island. We found a pet-friendly house to rent at
tlippy-flopper Frisbee (although she
cannot catch, she loves to fetch it).
We took away all soft toys so she cannot
chew up anything and she sleeps in boyfriends is a black lab) in the home. The home is in Sea Pines Resort,
a normal wool dog bed that she loves.
She is such a goof and always makes us
laugh and smile. Thank you for giving walking. The home had a fenced arca that provided a good "potty place"
us such a great girl. We look forward for the

to bringing both the girls to the reunion | |
in March. The house came with several bicycles for exploring the island.

[ am writing to share one of our vacations.
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My motto 1s "Do not leave home without Miss
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Scarlett." We have enjoyed many vacations

together the last 6 years.
In October 2005, we traveled to Hilton

Head Island, S.C. The travel time 1s six hours

from Clearwater. You do not need to golf to have

www.hiltonheadhideaways.com.

We traveled with friends and had two large dogs (one of Scarlett’

a neighborhood with bike trails that provide an excellent path for dog

dogs.

~ Lori H. The beaches arec the cleanest I have ever experienced. Sea Pines

Resort/Hilton Head has preserved their island by enforcing building
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beach during prime sunbathing time). I found early morning and

evening beach walks to be the best part of the vacation. The weather is

similar to Florida, so I would recommend the fall or spring (off season).
The Sea Pines Nature Preserve also has many trails for walking.

There are several restaurants on the island and many of them have
outside dining, so your four-legged kids can join in. The seafood is
excellent! Go to the places the locals go, for the best deals. Try Captain
Woody's famous grouper sandwich. Make sure you stop by the

Doggy bakery, too. Other activities for the humans including, shopping

(including outlet malls), horseback riding, island tours, historic tours,

lighthouse tour, golf, boating and tennis.




Take Care of Those Canintf - Teeth), That 9y

Brushing your teeth at least once a day 1s part of your daily routine, right? You know that if you
don't take care of your teeth and gums, you'll develop dental disease as a result of tartar buildup
and bacteria.

Well, the same is true for your dog. While you can't teach your dog to brush his own teeth,
there are things you can do to ensure a healthy mouth for your best friend. The real danger
of tartar buildup, also known as calculus, 1s that it can lead to gum disease. According to the
American Veterinary Medical Association, 85 percent of all dogs over age 4 have some form of

qum disease. This is due to the fact that the tartar adheres to the dog's tooth and ends up under

the gum. If the tartar isn't removed, it eventually pushes the gums away from the roots of the teeth,

forming pockets where bacteria can take hold. This can cause an infection, which can lead
fo gum disease. But gum disease isn't the only

e dental danger for your pooch.
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Lack of proper dental care can also cause

xxxxx
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your dog to develop conditions such as gingivitis,

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

vvvvvv

. . tonsillitis and pharyngitis. These are serious

R
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Ly
i
i pELaTieE ; : ggi‘;a:
R st : i
{{{{{{ R Lt LR Lt E o - r 4
shathidy Lo L e Frgried .
R PR P s e v -EE%%E = gﬁ:ﬁ-ﬂ-ﬁw % ST
Ry e N sy FEE L - - e g MR e e e e e, me g Do o] o e, o e e o
i i w g TIENLERT T Ed A B L B A 1 % hﬁ?’-“s‘*i; "ﬁi:‘ EQ%FE 1 ne«s SeS a- C a—n C au e a" r
¥ i3 T i ; it e a
. . -
SR e 1 i 3 s R ﬁgﬁmw ettt
3 ig ﬂ " PR - . e e L L= L P g B:EE" ?ﬁ%ﬁvéﬁ ? ?
: ?33 o : e ITEE B sanvat, TULpiaenn ; S
- 3; E$ §$ - - e R LT ) -ﬁ'\..' Lt - {gg'\.xﬂv."""" gﬁm:m\'ga
SRRk e et L i it B R TP LI piiat
h‘{ % o (] RN P v S
£ ST T x s
L & ] o v
S It LN, il n Hai
e E i nener e R harEnan Y - whe
e > PRt e P e e e TR N L 4 SRR L ] - » n
- e e e e N R T e e e D D e i e e - M
g e g Lt A T e 3 H H T i
3 - - - s - FEE = -...E 2‘3}\.:\.
I Ehnarrd ikl i ihhadatine = ERE T ik
Hiiata SR s i Fotghia fiiid
B b B - - B e W e D e Wl e D e e e ] Vﬁ%""""‘" ﬂ - ?
i 5! siEs T : i iyed
o I T R i e e D e e e 3 - }'{-ﬂ-g
] e wn e
e : L L TiTHT :
- = xi}."{ ? Eé WEiE&‘Q‘%&; agv _t %
E
Lr o il
il : i E et T an
:
ut
s %ﬁ ﬂ?*{ ‘‘‘‘‘‘

b3 H L]
i s it b e W??E AR
}}}}}}}} < ek gt B " " 5:!-\.-@- ﬂ i E
S T e 3 sEia e ;;”;““g ;”33_;*’3 T " p, y
= ELE :E vl = oo B Al = B o e e P ey e
s TR : :

R L L L L L SN L T I - HEEhA ﬁ $rﬁ-\.- 3?‘:3!-
iR E“%E%Ef*%g 5;?” it :aﬁ'" HHE 3 a st

SR e r A it H Har f'g " 3y i

LHIRHESL i i mm e

FE p i b5 igf g4 -1t 332-%33&3; 3 ?_ﬂgx 33 3?3 3 ;:33 3 ;

i i B 188, Em%i—g”i 3 3 e zz 3*‘5 i s.c.w S

aeiTahIs M by F ol e Sl el e sl e sl e St il i gy §-..; [ 3.-+-c b

kidneys and liver. To know if your dog 1s suffering
from poor dental care, look for symptoms like mouth odor or bleeding and swollen gums.

He may also experience pain when he eats.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Prevention is the best medicine. When you take your dog to the veterinarian for his annual
check-up, make sure it includes a thorough dental exam. If tartar buildup is severe or there are
problems, your vet may recommend a cleaning, which usually involves general anesthesia.

You can avoid costly veterinarian bills through good oral hygiene for your dog:

BRUSHING: You can use a piece of gauze wrapped around your index finger or a canine
toothbrush from a pet supply store. Be sure {o use toothpaste made especially for dogs
(also available at pet supply stores), since dogs swallow after brushing instead of rinsing.

FOOD: Include dry kibble in your dog's diet, and make sure it is a high~quality food.

Coarse food can help scrape away tartar as your dog eats. For more information on nutrition,

including GRRMF recommended brands, check out our Web site: www.grrmf.org.

CHEWS: Provide your dog with the right kind of chew toys will help clean his teeth as he plays.
While GRRMF does not recommend rawhide, there are many kinds of chews designed to help
remove tartar as your dog gnaws on them. GRRMF's partnership with HealthyPetNet offers a line
of dental chews - and the best part 1s, by ordering through the special link on our site, GRRMF
will receive a percentage of the proceeds. HPN offers both Dental Chews and Dental Treats -
which contain calcium, parsley and other ingredients to promote good oral health.

As always, supervise your pet whenever he chews.
14
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Change?

Are you moving?

Bulk mail
will NOT forward
your newsletter.

Please email us at

infol@grrmf.org
or call 407.332.2840
and let us know your
new address, phone
and email so we can
keep in touch.
This 1s especially critical
if you adopted a dog
from us, 1n case
they are lost and
we are contacted
by the AKC through

microchip
identification.

Keep in fouch!

P.S. GRRMF never
sells, shares
or lends its mailing list

to any organization.
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Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some stay awhile and leave footprints on our hearts. And we are never, ever the same. Anonymous

It saddens us to notify you that we lost our sweet little Susie on Sept. 23 due to lymphatic cancer. She was a loving part of our
household and brought us such joy. Susie came into our lives in 1999 when we needed her most, after losing two of our gold-
ens, leaving our surviving two goldens listless and without direction. When we brought Susie home, she pumped life into us
and our two boys. She loved life and loved people, always "auditioning for a new home" when friends or family would visit.
Susie's tavorite thing to do was lie on her back and squirm with her legs in the air, ears flopping back, eyes bugging out. We
always said she looked like a little hyena, and she'd make us laugh until we cried. When we went to Orlando in 1999, Betty
brought Susie out first for us to meet. She was not the most beautiful golden we'd seen, having scarring on her head from sur-
viving a fire. She had spunk and was such a happy little girl. Betty asked if we wanted to see the next golden available, and we
both said in unison, "NO!" We made our choice, and it was a good one! Susie's symptoms lasted approximately 4 weeks, wors-
ening as the days went by until we had to make the decision to let her go. Thank you all so much for what you do.

~ John Moore & Dan Kautz

GRRVIF Hﬁmbﬂ”ﬂ’)rp/ TDonation Form
All memberships and donations are tax-deductible.
. Name . Address |
City/State/Zip - Phone F-mail
Check one: [J General Membership $25 O Golden Friend $50 O Sponsorship to help special-needs golden $100
: [ General Donation $ (0 Woody's Fund $. . (O Capital Campaign $ ) Boarding Fund $
J In Memory Of: §$ [(J In Honor Of: § Send acknowledgment to: )
Mail form and check to: GRRMF, PO Box 1449, Goldenrod, FL. 32733
GRRMTF Inc. 501(c)3 Charitable Organization ~ Donations are Tax-Deductible. Official registration and financial
information can be obtained from Division of Consumer Services: (800) 435-7352. Registration does not imply
endorsement, approval or recommendation by the state.

membership continued from page 1

Through a rigorous screening process, they find wonderful human families to love them.

Some people find the rescue effort sad. We see it differently. The day these golden retrievers come into our rescue program is the first
day of the rest of their lives ~- and in many cases, it is the best day of their lives. Not only are they cared for and loved, but they also
return this love to their humans. We routinely see these goldens heal human hearts, returning our investment in themtenfold. The healing
touch of a golden retriever ... a nuzzle ... a lick ...the faithful companionship they provide ... the unconditional love the offer ... what a
wonderful gift they provide to us each and every day.

The success of the GRRMF program is made possible by your membership support. We are asking you to please renew your member-
ship for 2006 today! Perhaps you have adopted a dog from us in years past but never actually joined GRRMF. With each adoption you get
a one-year subscription to the newsletter you are reading now, but after that your membership is up for renewal. What better way to
honor your golden than by joininbg GRRMF today. Maybe you are new to our mailing list but haven’t yet joined. Now is a great time to do
so! And remember, memberships are fully tax-deductible.

We offer three levels of membership. The most popular membership level is the “General Membership” at $25. Or, you may join at the
“Golden Friend” level at $50, which provides enough funds for an initial exam of one golden coming info our program. We also have a
“Sponsorship” level at $100 a year, for which you will sponsor a specific dog needing heartworm treatment or other medical care.
Sponsors will be notified which golden received their special help. The bottom line is that adoption fees do not cover our costs. Without
membership dues and donations, we cannot survive. Please send in your membership form above today!




Is this the party to whom I am speaking?

GRRIFS pi’)om} team gets e "hufy § r@nal "

by Carol McKee

If you've adopted a dog from GRRMF, chances are you've
talked to one of our phone screeners ~ volunteers who place calls
to prospective adopters to discuss questions or issues on their
applications. This hard-working and dedicated team stays busy,
with an average of about 50 screenings per month.

A common comment we hear is that it might be more difficult
to adopt a dog from GRRMF than to adopt a child. While we'd
never compare a human child to a dog, we don't necessarily con-~
sider this a negative comment. Qur strict adoption criteria were
developed with one thing in mind: to provide the safest and most
loving homes possible for our rescue dogs. They deserve that, and
we're going to make sure they get if.

In fact, the "bottom line" criteria we give to our phone screen-
ers is to ask this question: Would you let your golden retriever live
with this family? Chances are, if the answer is no, they aren't a
good fit for one of our rescues.

COMMON ISSULS

By far, the most common 1ssues are related to off-leash. It is
just amazing how many people think it's ok to let their dogs oft
leash in unfenced areas. Some common statements: "Once he 1is
trained, my dog will stay with me." "I live in a quiet neighborhood,
so 1t's very safe." "If he runs, I'll be right there so 1 can catch him."

Our members will remember the story of Montana - her own-
ers regularly let her outside in their front yard unleashed, and
Montana nearly paid for their carelessness with her life. GRRMF
was able to rescue her and our generous donors helped pay for
Montana's multiple surgeries. Montana made it - but many dogs
don't.

GRRMF's policy specifies that our rescue dogs must be kept on
leash unless it is in a confined area such as a fenced yard or desig-
nated dog park. The leash requirement is part of the legally bind-
ing contract everyone signs to adopt one of our dogs - it is not
negotiable. Qur policy is based on many years of experience ~ and
too many sad stories! Our main concern is for the dog's safety. For
further information, read the "Leashed is Loved" section on the
GRRMF Web site: WWW.GRRMF.ORG.

Other common issues we see include:

DOG DOOR: Where is the dog door, and how will it be used?
Do they understand the safety issues of allowing the dog access to
the yard when they are not home? Many dogs are escape artists
who need only a few minutes to get out of a yard. Worse, the dog
could be stolen, eat something poisonous or be attacked by a wild
animal such as a raccoon or snake,

AGE OF DOG VS. AGE OF PERSON, OR TIME SPENT AWAY
FROM HOME: If the person is advanced in age, a 2-year-old gold-
en retriever could knock them down or pull relentlessly on a
leash. Likewise, if the prospective adopter spends 10 or 12 hours
at work every day, a young golden retriever would not be a good
fit. In addition to potty 1ssues, they can get lonely or bored, which
often leads to destructive behavior or extreme excitement and
energy when the owner gets home. All of these are very common
reasons young goldens find themselves in GRRMF in the first
placel More mature, adult dogs are more suited to these types of
lifestyles.

AGE OF DOG REQUESTED VS. AGE OF RESIDENT DOG: They
want a young dog and have a dog that is much older, much small-
er or has some health problems. Do they understand that the
young dog may play roughly with the current dog and exhibit
puppy-like behavior, like ear biting, that the other dog may not
tolerate? GRRMF receives many dogs every year under the age of
2. Most are completely untrained, and turned in because they are
too rambunctious. This may present a problem for a resident older
dog.

FOOD: Inferior nuirition is another common issue. GRRMF stresses good nuftrition for
health and longevity. We try to educate prospective golden owners on higher quality dog food
- one that is NOT available in the grocery store. If it is a cost issue, we need to know, since
food is the least of a golden's expenses. The screener then refers the applicant to the "Care
and Feeding" section on the GRRMF Web site to read up on the subject.

PRIOR DOG ISSUE: Face it, no one is perfect. We've all made mistakes - what matters is
what we learn from them. If a person tells us they took a dog to a shelter or gave it away, are
they remorseful or indifferent? What did they do to ensure the dog went to a good home?
Did their former dog die of accidental causes that could have been prevented? If so, what
have they done to change their habits or lifestyle so that it doesn't happen again? All of this
gives us a sense of how committed they are to responsible dog ownership and whether they
consider a dog to be a member of the family.

DOES THE ENTIRE FAMILY WANT A DOG? If there are flags that indicate it is for a child
and that the parents do not want it, this is huge for us since at least one parent needs to be
involved in the care. Phrases like "teach my child responsibility" are flags. Do the parents
work long hours? Are there multiple children and activities which might translate to the dog
spending a lot of time home alone? Does the applicant make statements indicating that his or
her spouse may not be too keen on the idea of adopting a dog? None of these situations are
good for the dog. This is one of the most common reasons dogs come into rescue.

BREED EDUCATION: If the applicant has not owned a golden retriever before, we ask the
phone screener to do a quick "Golden Retriever 101" education. Just because their friends
have a golden and "it's pretty" doesn't mean a golden is right for them. I actually talked a
woman out of adopting a golden once during a phone screening. She didn't like the idea of a
dog being under her feet while she cooked dinner, and she didn't want the "close" compan-
ionship (think on your lap)} that most goldens provide.

JUST WHEN YOU THINK YOU'VE HEARD IT ALL

Here are a few "doozies" in our phone screening "hall of fame™:
One family had just had their golden killed by an alligator when they walked it off-leash
too near a gator-infested lake. Their answer fo this fragic tale? "We'll just take our new
dog to a different lake, where there aren't any gators."

A man who was going to install an invisible fence wanfed nothing to do with the
screener's attempt to educate on the problems with these "shock” fences. "Who the *#1*
do you think you are, trying to tell me what kind of fence I can put up in MY yard.,"
he yelled ... just before hanging up on the screener.

Another man didn't take too well to the screener's attempt to talk o him about off-leash
issues. "Did you not read my letter, where I told you I used to raise dogs?" According fo
his letter, he was 12 when his father stopped breeding Springer Spaniels. His age when
applying to GRRMF - 78]

In the "we're not a deli" department, we have this comment: "I would like a blonde or
white, not red. And not a large dog - medium or small will do, but definitely one that
doesn't shed, bark or get on the furniture. It must be friendly, walk well on a leash, be a
dainty drinker and have lots of energy, but NOT chase squirrels or lizards." Gee, we'll get
right on that, lady ...

Here's how a woman told us she "trained" her previous dog: Seems the dog dug up all the
plants inside the house when no one was home. She said, "I taught her never fo do that
azain by puftting her in the backyard for 2-3 days. Once we let her back inside, she never
did it again."

One screener had a hard time convincing an applicant that a "gated community” is not
the same as a fenced yard. Guess he figured he could "train" the dog to check in with the
security guard before it ventured out onto the 4-lane highway?

An applicant, we'll call him "Uncle Jed," volunteered to us that his former golden loved to
ride in the bed of his pickup truck. Not to worry, though, because he always brought him
into the cab if it rained!

The last thing we try to instill in our Phone Team volunteers is this: The safety and well-being
of our dogs is GRRMF's top priority. A family may be very nice, but that doesn't mean they are
the best choice for a rescue dog. We are strict with our guidelines, and sometimes we are
crificized for that. But would you want to be part of an organization that isn't? And as a
result, the dogs are lost, hit by cars or end up in shelters? I know I wouldn't.

17



Pookf You Muft Kead! Leashed if Loved!

By Ellen Lindenfeld, GRRMF Volunteer

Just a reminder

to all of our adoptive families :

you signed an adoption contract

| When you adopted a dog from us
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giving us your word that you
. would keep your dog on a leash.

EE

PLEASE take this requirement seriously.
It is so easy to become trusting and think
your dog will be okay off leash.
Remember, your golden must be

on a leash when out of a fenced area.
This includes your own front yard.

It just takes one squirrel and your dog
can take off and be hit by a car.
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Montana was hit by a car, which shattered her pelvis
and caused internal injuries. IF GRRMF had not
stepped into help, Montana would have been euthanized.

Remember that your heart

will be broken, your dog will be dead
the poor soul who hits your dog will be
haunted by what happened -

sO many hearts broken.

; Also, there is a foster home within
3 RRMF who nursed and cared

. for your dog prior to adoption -

who fell in love with it but unselfishly

gave it up to you with the
understanding you would

ST T T e T e ‘all of keep 1t safe and sound.
C R h your dog on a leash.
thisbookl Remember, Leashed is Loved!
CRLAT D T e T e e e L U Ele
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About RefCut

d of volunteers to spend a few hours a month

Help Us fpread The Word

the golden gospel”

ing
to make new friends,
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spread the word about rescue, and you can even bring your dog,
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at our educational days across the state. It's a great opportun

if he or she 1s people and dog friendly!
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